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Donald L. Robertson Park
The Donald L. Robertson Park (Robertson Park) is a 20-acre park located on the
eastern boundary of the City of Wood Village. The park is located directly south
of NE Halsey Street at NE 244th Avenue. The park is bounded by residential
uses on the north and west sides and commercial and institutional uses on the
east and south. This popular park is the primary recreation site for Wood Village
and an important gathering place for community events such as the annual Wood
Village Easter Egg Hunt – the thousands of eggs full of candy and prizes that
are distributed attract hundreds of children and their parents every year. The park
features active and passive recreation amenities and is patronized by the greater
community, as well as by park neighbors. Park features include an expansive
playground structure, a multi-purpose recreation field, a baseball backstop,
basketball courts, picnic shelter and event gazebo, picnic areas, nature trails,
interpretive signs and an arboretum, along with restrooms and parking areas.

Background
In October 1989, the Wood Village City Council appointed a committee to
investigate and prepare plans for the development of the property then known
as Wood Village City Park. The committee established the following goal that
provided direction for future planning efforts at the park:
This committee, recognizing the need to provide a focal point for community
pride and an identifying symbol for our City, proposes to develop a plan for the
Wood Village City Park that will help meet these needs by providing for a wellmaintained, functional, and fully developed City Park.
- Donald L Robertson City Park Master Plan Update, February 2002

The development plan for the City Park was presented on April 11, 1990 in a
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report to the City Council and citizens. In 1996, the City received grant funding
to make park improvements and create the 1996 City Park Master Plan. The plan,
which outlined recommendations and suggestions for park improvements, was
presented to and adopted by the Wood Village City Council on June 21, 1996.

Since the adoption of the 1996 master plan, many improvements have been
made to the park. They include the expansion and re-grading of the playground
to include installation of new playground equipment; the placement of wood
benches, light poles, and a drinking fountain; drainage improvements for the
softball fields; sidewalk and Americans with Disabilities (ADA) restroom
improvements; the conversion, resurfacing and striping of the tennis courts for
use as additional parking; the re-alignment, replanting, and development of Arata
Creek, including a new footbridge; the placement of a retaining wall at designated
parking areas and the east boundary of the park; the location of trail signs; and the
planting of numerous trees and the installation of a new sprinkler system.
On January 10, 2001, the City Council changed the name of the Wood Village
City Park to the Donald L. Robertson City Park to honor a former mayor. Since
then, the City has upgraded the park and repaired various facilities and amenities.
Robertson Park continues to provide important recreation and open space
opportunities for the Wood Village community.

Existing Conditions
The park includes both active and passive recreation areas with a range of
development intensities across the site. The wooded, northern 3.2-acre section
of the park along NE Halsey Street was the first to be built and is the most
intensively developed. This zone of the park includes the park entry and parking,
restroom and picnic areas, playground and sport courts.

South of the core park area, a 4.8-acre natural grass multipurpose field provides
open space for organized sports, community events and other active recreation.
These sports fields include baseball/softball backstops. Though once heavily used
for league play, today the fields are used primarily as a youth practice facility. The
irrigation in the area of the sports fields no longer functions. A woodchip trail and
park benches are located around the perimeter of the fields.
Further south, the park becomes less developed and more natural in character. The
park area along Arata Creek is approximately 4.8 acres in size and includes an
arboretum, amphitheater, boardwalks over the creek, and interpretive signs. This
passive use area is bordered by residential and institutional neighbors and includes
a trail that continues south to the bluff area along the park’s southern boundary.

At the southwest corner of the site, a 5.4-acre wooded park area is surrounded by
residential uses. This intact natural area includes many deciduous and coniferous
trees and several small springs flow to become tributaries of Arata Creek. Informal
trails bisect this natural area and provide informal connections to the park from
the adjacent Treehill and Cottonwood Condominium complexes.
South of the natural area, an informal earthen path climbs approximately 100
vertical feet through a 2-acre north-facing bluff to a small concrete plaza lookout.
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The park property continues south and abuts land owned by the Reynolds School
District near NE 238th Drive. This section of the park provides panoramic views of
the Columbia River, but it is visually isolated and is downgraded by vandalism and
litter.
Pedestrians coming from the adjacent residential areas can access several areas of
Robertson Park. Pedestrians can also access the park from the sidewalks along
NE Halsey Street. The existing trails in the park are well used. Access by vehicles
is currently limited to one location off NE Halsey Street. Parking facilities appear
to be adequate but, especially during softball games, frequently overflow onto NE
Halsey Street.

ADA access has been improved since the park’s original construction. Over the
years, the City added wheelchair ramps to sidewalks, installed accessible parking
stalls, modified accesses to park toilets and the drinking fountain, and added
ADA accessible engineered wood fiber surfacing in the playground and wood chip
paths around the park. Additional ADA improvements may be required, and it is
recommended that an ADA assessment of park facilities be completed in the future.

Site Inventory
A site inventory conducted in April 2014 identified existing amenities and assessed
the general condition of park facilities, and a pedestrian survey documented and
photographed existing conditions. The inventory of the park amenities is as follows:
Figure 15. Robertson Park Amenities & Condition
Amenities

Condition

1concreteplazaandoverlook

poor

220linearfeetofdirttrail/railroadtiestairs

unimprovedcompacted/deteriorated

12parkbenches

new,goodcondition

200linearfeetboardwalkoverwetland

new,goodcondition

1smallamphitheater

good,underutilized

2olderbaseballbackstopswithbleachers

indisrepair,bleachersbroken

1bikerack

goodcondition

1large20’x36’coveredpavilionstructure

goodcondition

1restroombuilding31’x35’

faircondition

1small20’x15’coveredgazebo

goodcondition

1basketballhalfcourt

new,goodcondition

1largeplaygroundplaystructure

goodcondition,cleanandwellused

11picnictables

goodcondition

5,300linearfeetofimprovedmulchtrail

goodcondition,someareasmuddy

2trashreceptaclesnearparkingarea

faircondition

66parkingstalls

goodcondition

1fencedͲintrashenclosurewithtwodumpsters

goodcondition

1largeentrymonumentsign

goodcondition

1largefencedͲinparkmaintenancearea

goodcondition
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Park Use and Community Input
As Wood Village grows and as demands on Robertson Park change, the City
should plan on-going improvements and repair work at the park to keep it
functional, safe, and attractive. Because of the site’s prime location and high
utilization, many opportunities exist to make additions and improvements. The
planning process included a community survey that asked respondents how often
they, or members of their household, had visited Robertson Park over the last year.
Over half replied that they had visited the park at least once per month in the last
year. The survey also asked about activities when visiting the park. A majority of
respondents said their primary activity was walking along the trails and wildlife
viewing. Picnicking and attending community events were also popular. Fewer
than one in five reported participating in field or court sports while visiting the
park.

Finally, respondents were asked what improvements they felt were most needed
at Robertson Park. Nearly 80 percent supported expanded wildlife areas and
arboretum plantings, which may reflect respondents’ high participation in nature
and wildlife observation. The respondents also requested additional parking,
benches, picnic tables, and landscaping and enhanced playground and sports fields.
Additional ideas included a water spray park, safety improvements, and improved
signage. Additional input for the planning process came from stakeholder
meetings and a community open house.
Figure 16. Most Needed Improvements at Robertson Park
Expandedwildlifeareas/arboretumplantings

78.9%

Expandedplayground

36.8%

Morelandscapingandirrigation

36.8%

Morebenchesandpicnictables

36.8%

Moreparking

36.8%

Splashpad/watersprayfeature

31.6%

Improvedsportfieldsandfacilities

31.6%

Safetyimprovements(lights,fencing,signs,etc.)

26.3%

Paved/softsurfacetrails

26.3%

Signage

0.0%
0.0%

20.0%

40.0%
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The survey and the meetings resulted in a list of issues and improvement
opportunities - itemized below.

Issues
■
■
■
■
■

Vandalism and graffiti abatement at restroom and lookout
Repairs needed to restroom facility
Repair or replace drinking fountain
Replenish engineered wood fiber surfacing at playground and park pathways
Remove invasive plants like blackberries and ivy
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■
■
■

Repair existing irrigation system in park
Repair or remove existing underutilized sports facilities (backstops and
bleachers)
Relocate dumpsters to be a little further away from playground and picnic
shelter

Opportunities
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■

Improve the playground area with new equipment and safety surfacing
Add distance markers for trails
Develop consistent theme for park signs similar to Gorge HUB signs
Repair and enhance the lookout on south bluff and improve visibility to site
through thinning of trees and vegetation
Enhance the trail connection between the golf course and park trail.
Encourage trail connections through state and Metro grant funding and
partnership with Troutdale and McMenamins to complete the Bluff Trail
network
Consider land acquisitions to expand park to the south and provide
connection to NE 238th Drive
Provide additional educational and recreational programming in park
Renovate sport fields with irrigation and lighting
Expand arboretum plantings and add interpretive signage
Miscellaneous park improvements including:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Add on-site storage area or building
Add lighting to amphitheater and sport fields
Develop a spray park
Add Gorge Bike Hub maps/signage to the site to support local tourism and biking
experience
Add trails and parking area near Treehill Condominiums
Install public art
Add a covered bridge along trail

Park Master Plan Update
After careful consideration and analysis of the existing site conditions, an updated
conceptual master plan was prepared that addresses the opportunities and issues
identified by the inventory and community input. The improvements proposed
in the concept plan would build on the positive park attributes identified by the
community, expand recreation opportunities and enhance user enjoyment. They
also would address maintenance and operations challenges by relocating and
renovating specific park amenities.
The park master plan was updated in 2018 responding to additional community
input and new public-private partnership opportunities. These updates include
the addition of new recreation amenities and relocation of existing park facilities.
In addition, several improvements noted in the 2014 master plan have been
constructed or are currently under construction.
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Building upon the 2014 plan, the proposed improvements include the following
elements:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Enhanced multi-purpose sport fields with new irrigation and potential future
field lighting to expand seasonal use
New Skate Park near NE Halsey Street
New open-air Futsal Court
Expanded parking area to support increased demand from sport field
improvements and community events
New park entry gate and bicycle hub
Expanded play area including splash pad
Improved picnic areas and repairs to restroom facilities
Relocated trash dumpsters with screening and provision of on-site storage
Enhanced arboretum and native plantings to increase wildlife viewing
opportunities. Provide interpretive and educational signage
Improved Treehill park access, trailhead, landscape restoration, and nature
play area

Multi-Purpose Sport Field
The concept plan includes the renovation of the existing southwest baseball field
and the conversion of the existing northeast baseball field to a multi-purpose
sport field to accommodate use by various organized sports and for general open
active recreation. The improved baseball/softball diamond and backstop would
be located in the southwest corner of the site, allowing soccer and other field
sports to function as overlays in the outfield area. This section of the site would be
graded to accommodate fields of different configurations - sized according to the
programmed sport and the players’ ages. The natural grass turf would be renovated
and new irrigation would keep the fields playable throughout the year. Lighting
for the baseball/softball field would accommodate adult-league play. A perimeter
walking path would be installed around the sport field area.

Vehicular Circulation and Parking
Elements of the concept plan address many of the issues brought up by
stakeholders and members of the public. The plan includes an expanded parking
lot with a loop road and designated drop-off area near the sport field and play
area. Expanding the parking in this area would better accommodate those who
attend organized sport activities and larger community events. In the plan,
the existing dead-end parking near the picnic shelter has been removed and
an enhanced picnic area has been added; elements of the plan formalize ADA
parking and add paved pathways from the parking spaces to the playground and
picnic facilities. The plan also proposes relocating the dumpster to a screened
enclosure along the loop road and adding a new park access, as well as trailhead at
the Treehill area.
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Playground Area
The plan proposes the expansion of the main playground area to accommodate
new play equipment including a splash pad water feature. The expanded play area
would be located near the picnic shelter and adjacent to new grass picnic areas.
The plan also would add a perimeter walkway to improve ADA accessibility to the
play areas. A small nature play area would be created with enhancements at the
Treehill park entrance.

Skate Park
The plan proposes a new 3,600 square foot skate park facility located in a lawn
area between the existing parking lot and NE Halsey Street. This location offers
good connectivity to parking, park amenities, and sidewalks along NE Halsey
Street. The skate park will be visible from the adjacent public streets and provide
an active, year-round use for Robertson Park.

Futsal Court
The plan proposes a 50-foot by 82-foot open air futsal court located near the
picnic shelter and the multi-purpose sport fields. Futsal is a popular offshoot
of soccer that is played on a hardcourt and focuses on ball-control, passing and
footwork. The City is exploring partnership opportunities with local youth sport
leagues to develop and manage a futsal court at Robertson Park.

Architectural Improvements
The existing park structures are in relatively good condition. New exterior
stone veneer and new fixtures are proposed by the concept plan for the existing
restroom building. The proposed lighting enhancements would improve security
and deter vandalism. The City should consider embellishing blank building walls
with murals, interpretive signs and/or other forms of public art. The addition
of a covered footbridge over Arata Creek would draw users into the arboretum
area and encourage the use of the park’s pathways and boardwalks. A new trash
enclosure near the entrance to the park would screen the dumpsters and fencing
would buffer the maintenance area near the Treehill entrance.

Pathway Improvements
The concept plan recommends renovating existing pathways and creating new
paths through the main park areas, including a new trailhead at the end of NE
Hawthorne Avenue. A new path would connect the Treehill entrance a to the
new nature play area. The plan proposes restoring the earthen trail leading to the
lookout with new stairs and switchbacks to accommodate the steep grades in
this part of the site. Beyond the lookout, a new trail would continue south to NE
238th Drive and connect to the Troutdale Bluff Trail linking Robertson Park to
the neighborhoods to the east.
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Landscape Improvements
The improvements included in the concept plan would create new planting
areas in the parking area while preserving larger existing trees on site. The plan
proposes enhanced shade garden plantings under the existing tall conifers and
habitat enhancement near the nature play area. The plan also proposes additional
arboretum plantings and would support habitat plantings with native plants. The
native plants will enhance habitat for wildlife. With the proposed improvements,
the existing trees along NE Halsey Street would be limbed up to improve the
views into the site from the main road and the natural grass turf of the sport field
would be renovated.

Signage and Wayfinding
The concept plan proposes to relocate the park entry sign when the parking lot
is expanded and to enhance signage at the arboretum. In addition, wayfinding
signs and maps consistent with the Gorge Bike HUB plan are being installed at
Robertson Park to support the bikers and walkers exploring the Columbia River
Gorge. Distance markers would be added to the walking paths around the park.

Summary
Today, Robertson Park remains an important open space and recreational amenity
for the residents of Wood Village, and the park must support a growing and
changing community into the future. The concept master plan outlines long-term
actions for park improvements and is intended to help guide decisions about
funding and development.
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