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We continue to feel the impacts, limits, and stress of
the COVID-19 pandemic. Playgrounds in Multnomah
County are still not able to open, schools will be
virtual at least for the start of the school year, face
masks are mandatory, and many people remain out of
work or on reduced hours. We don’t know when the
pandemic will be over, but we know that as long as it
continues, we’ll be here to help as best we can. From
our utility relief program, to supporting our public
partners in handing out resource bags and keeping our
website up to date with the latest resources, activities,
and information, we’re here for you.

We’re all in this together, and we need to continue to
act together to get out of this pandemic. Please wear
face masks in public areas and anywhere distancing
can’t be maintained, keep physical distancing from
others, limit gathering with others outside of your
household and wash your hands frequently. It’s not
always easy, but it’s the only way we’ll get through
this. If you need help, please visit our website
woodvillageor.gov/covid19-info for a listing of
resources including our Utility Relief program
(woodvillageor.gov/wood-village-utility-assistance).
Together, we’re Wood Village strong.
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The City of Wood Village Opportunity Scholarship was established to help fund and assist students in Wood
Village to achieve their dreams. This scholarship was made available to recent high school graduates or
GED recipients who live in Wood Village and had plans to further their education at a university or college.
We are very proud to announce this year’s winners:
Maria Hernandez Angel: Maria always wanted to help people in the
community and wants a career in the medical field. Maria is starting at
Portland Community College this fall with the goal of becoming a nurse
assistant to start her career. She hopes to grow in her
medical career in the future, and this scholarship
will help her get started to achieve her dreams.
Good luck Maria and thank you for wanting to
help others.
Diana Prychyna: Diana is also pursuing a career in the medical field. Diana will
be attending Portland State University this fall to pursue a degree in public health
with the goal of attending medical school to become a physician. Diana has been
working two jobs to help support her goal of becoming a physician and we hope
this scholarship helps. Best of luck to you Diana and thank you
for your service to others.
Catherine Hernandez-Corchado: Catherine has had a life-long goal of going to
college, and she will be attending the University of Portland this fall to pursue a
degree in marketing with the goal of becoming a marketing manager. Catherine
started her college course work early by taking college courses her last two years
of high school. We know she’ll do well, and we wish her the best of luck in
pursuing her dreams.
Rebecca Raymond: Rebecca has an interest in
forensics and will be attending Mt. Hood Community
College this fall to get a degree in criminal justice where
she will then transfer to Western Oregon University to complete her bachelor’s
degree. Rebecca lost her father this past spring, and we hope this scholarship
provides some hope and encouragement to continue to follow her dreams and
achieve her goals.
The Wood Village Opportunity Scholarship will be back next year for a new set
of graduating students. While it may only provide for a small portion of overall
college costs, we hope it has a big impact for all those who receive it. It’s just another
way we’re creating a Wood Village that’s unique, special, and serves its residents.
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I am delighted for the opportunity to serve Wood Village over the next 7 months as
a Hatfield Resident Fellow, working on various projects related to community and
economic development. As a recent graduate from PSU’s Master of Urban and
Regional Planning program, my academic and professional experience is in
working with small towns and rural communities to build “road maps” for the
future. I believe that each community is unique in its history, interests and
challenges, and that genuinely engaging a community’s full spectrum of residents
to understand and advocate for their needs is the heart of public service. It is my
hope to put that mission and my experience to good use for Wood Village, and I am
excited to roll up my sleeves and get to work.
Originally from Minnesota, I have been in the Pacific Northwest for over a decade and consider the
Columbia River Gorge my home. I currently live happily in downtown Vancouver, WA with my fiancé and
two cats. I love exploring and playing outdoors and enjoy camping, gardening, stand-up paddle boarding and
trail-biking. I look forward to learning from and working with the Wood Village community!

MOVING ON
Brian Kidder who joined the Public Works Team in December 2019, left our
team this past month as he accepted a position with Intel in Phoenix, Arizona.
He will be working in their clean water distribution division. Although his
duration at the City was short, Brian was very grateful for the opportunity to
come to the City and learn after completing the Associate Degree program in
Water Environmental Technology at Clackamas Community College. Brian
stated, “I enjoyed working with and getting to know the City staff and citizens of
Wood Village”. We wish Brian good luck as he opens a new chapter in his work
career. Thank you for being part of the 2020 Wood Village Team.

JOIN THE PLANNING
COMMISSION!
Do you want to help shape and plan our local community? If you
answered yes, the Planning Commission just might be the place for you.
Members of the Planning Commission meet “as needed” to discuss land use, zoning, and design
review projects and standards for the City. This volunteer commission consists of five citizen members
appointed by the City Council. Each member serves a four-year term. There is one position open, and if you
would like to serve on the Planning Commission, submit a volunteer application form found on our website
or picked up at City Hall. The position is open until filled.
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$26,991,130. That is a specific amount. With no context you might never guess where the number comes
from or why I typed it at the beginning of this editorial. It is the amount that the federal government spent in
2017 on Title I schools in Multnomah County. The allotment was 17.9% of the total resource sent to the
state and it is based on the county's population from the 2010 Census. Over the next decade, the US
Government will send a combined 1.5 trillion dollars in resources to the states. How much each state
receives will be based on its population.
The greater the amount of population, the greater the resources. In 2017 for instance, California
received $171,935,273,000 in census guided federal spending compared to $19,044,301,000 for Oregon in
the same year. An accurate count is imperative for getting the right amount of resources for healthcare,
education and transportation necessary to serve our entire population. The money allocated to cities is used
to provide services for EVERYONE who lives in the city. There is
no citizenship question on the 2020 Census questionnaire.
In anticipation of the 2020 Census, the cities of Wood Village and
Fairview formed a Complete Count Committee. Our intent was to
focus on hard-to-count residents in our community. Residents may
be hard to count because they are homeless, in a congregate care
home, a multi-generational home, a single-family residence with
multiple families, a migrant farm worker barracks or a dwelling without a house number. They might also
be hard to count because they don't trust the government, or they fear the government.
Our committee has dropped literature on doors, hung signs in businesses, sponsored advertising on Slavic
language radio, sponsored Natural Leader outreach and provided staff and computers for mobile census
centers. While our efforts have been hampered by COVID-19 they have been successful. Both Wood
Village and Fairview have a census response rate higher than the state and national averages. Wood Village
has a voluntary response rate over 70%, seven percent higher than the 2010 rate.
One hundred percent of the resources cannot be claimed with a 70% count. One
hundred percent of our residents cannot be served if only 70% are counted. If you
haven't responded because you fear the government or don't trust the government, I
want to remind you that there is no citizenship question on the census and Oregon will
not be sharing ANY personal information with any other agency. I also want to say
that regardless of your status I am honored and thrilled you chose Wood Village to call
home. Our council, staff and Complete Count Committee members are driven to serve
you. Please help us to secure the dollars necessary to provide the highest possible level of service. TAKE
THE 2020 CENSUS. The Census is available in 13 languages online (2020CENSUS.GOV) or over the
phone at (1-844-330-2020). If you have questions, call the Wood Village and Fairview Census Coordinator at
503-674-6236. Secure laptops are available to complete the Census every Saturday at our outdoor Census
Access Center (22565 NE Halsey St. from 10am-12:30pm). If you participate voluntarily, an enumerator will
never come to your door.

~ Mayor Scott Harden
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The cool, windy fall weather
causes trees to shed their
leaves which can clog storm drains causing localized flooding. Raking or depositing
leaves in the street IS NOT an allowed disposal option in Wood Village. Wet leaves on
the street can be slippery and create dangerous conditions for drivers, bicycles, and
pedestrians. These problems can be avoided by composting leaves and yard debris or
putting leaves into your yard debris can for the waste hauler to remove on your
regularly scheduled collection day. In an effort to assist residents, the City is
providing a leaf drop off area this fall.
Where: Donald L. Robertson City Park, 24300 NE Halsey
At the main parking lot against the wall north of the Play Area
When: October 26th through December 31st
What: Leaves and Small Branches Only –
No garbage or large limbs/stumps
Who: Wood Village residents ONLY
Leaves should be left loose in the designated area and take all transport
containers with you. Adding your trash ends up costing you and the City
extra money to sort. Please help us to continue this valuable service! If
you have any questions, please call 503-489-6859

Due to complications with COVID, we’ve had to cancel our annual Cleanup Day event this year. We were
unable to develop a plan that ensured the safety of volunteers in handling bulky waste. We understand that
many of you plan on this event to get rid of unwanted items, and we’re terribly sorry for the inconvenience
this will cause. We did work with Waste Management to have extra garbage bag day though. On
Wednesday, September 23rd, individually billed Waste Management Customers can
set out up to five (5) extra bags of garbage at no extra charge.
If you have bulky items that need to be disposed, Waste Management is still not
providing bulky waste collections at this time, so you will need to go to a local
dump or transfer station. You can find Metro transfer station information and other
locations on Metro’s website: oregonmetro.gov/tools-living/garbage-and-recycling
or call Metro at 503-234-3000 to learn more.
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PROJECT UPDATES
ARATA ROAD
Multnomah County Transportation resumed work
on the final phase of the NE Arata Road
Construction Project in August. The contractor is
extending two culvert pipes that carry the creek
under Arata Road. One is 21 inches wide, while
the other is 42 inches wide. After the pipes are
extended, a concrete headwall will be built where
the pipes exit under the north side of the road, to
support the 10-foot wide path above. The final

work will add the last section of the concrete
path. The work is expected to be completed
this fall and access will be maintained for
residents, businesses, and emergency vehicles
during the remaining construction.
The Wood Village Urban Renewal Agency
completed additional improvements along the
right of way. This work included decorative
streetlights, banners, and installing new fencing
all along the roadway. City staff worked with property owners to coordinate the fencing project adding a
simulated rock fence along the segments of the right of way where six-foot fencing is allowed. A shorter
wrought iron fencing was installed where limits restrict the fence height.

SLURRY SEAL
Wood Village is focused on Funding Good Roads for a Great Community. Residents and businesses are
paying a monthly fee to maintain our roadways for several reasons:
Protects private and public investments by
making sure roads and drainage systems are
developed and properly maintained.
Fund Streets and Storm Water projects to let
the General Fund pay for Police, Fire and
Emergency Services.

Investing in “good” Streets now prevents them
from becoming “problem” Streets in the future
which costs more to fix and maintain.
Protects our Watershed and Clean Water.
Quality Roads are Critical to our Economy and
to Growing Jobs.

This year the City has taken on the task of extending the life of our streets by repairing failing asphalt,
sealing all the cracks, and adding a sealing coat (called a “slurry”) to seal the surface from water penetration.
For the second year in a row, CR Contracting LLC was awarded the Pavement Preservation Project contract,
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this time for treatments to Ash and Birch. This project wrapped up in August and went really well. Our
goal is to continue to repair isolated areas of degraded streets, seal cracks, and slurry seal of all municipally
controlled roadways every five to seven years to maintain a high pavement condition index (PCI) standard.
With the Street Utility Fee, we’ve been able to keep this program going providing everyone good roads for
our great community.

STREET SWEEPING
The next street sweeping has been scheduled as
follows, but is subject to change without notice:
•
•

September 14th & 15th
November 9th & 10th

It is important that residents move vehicles off
residential streets between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. Parked
vehicles impede the street sweeping equipment,
resulting in less efficient and effective
service.

STORMDRAIN CLEANING
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
(SCAP)

cleaning and will bill you after the work is done. If
you change your mind, you may decline service
when you are contacted for scheduling.
The flat fee of $44 per drain covers removal of
debris from standard parking lot drains. It does not
include jetting, repair, or oversized catch basins. The
service provider may offer a quote for additional
services which you are free to accept or decline.
Sign up by Oct. 31.
CONTACT
If you have questions about this
program, please contact us at
SCAP@greshamoregon.gov or
503-618-2522.

GRAFFITI ABATEMENT
This voluntary program for businesses in Gresham,
Troutdale, Fairview, and Wood Village offers
cleaning of parking lot drains for a flat fee of $44 per
drain.
WHY WE OFFER THIS PROGRAM
The City of Gresham coordinates this discount
program to assist area businesses. Storm drains
require regular cleaning to remove pollutants and
prevent flooding, and businesses are responsible for
maintenance of storm drains on their property.
HOW IT WORKS
This program is offered in the fall and spring each
year. To register your property for the current
season of the program, complete the form at
greshamoregon.gov/SCAP or call for assistance. The
service provider will contact you to schedule your

While graffiti continues to be a
nuisance within our City, we are
all doing the right things –
reporting and removing. Graffiti
is being removed quickly from
homes, fences, sidewalks, and
signs. The Multnomah County
Sheriff’s Office actively
identifies and investigates
graffiti. The City stocks the free graffiti
removal kits and has an online reporting
resource. While we are not graffiti free,
we are taking the appropriate steps.
Remember, you can always report graffiti
on our website using our online reporting tool.
A big thank you to all those who have supported the
City’s efforts with reducing unwanted graffiti.
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Wood Village is one of the most diverse cities in
the Portland Metro region. Many members of the
Hispanic/Latinx, Russian, Ukrainian, and Laotian
communities call Wood Village their home. To help make sure that everyone who lives in Wood Village can
understand our messages, information, and other notices, we’ve utilized Google Translate for our website.
Almost all our website content can be translated into 109 different languages by using the built-in translation
feature on our site. It’s not always perfect, but it’s a starting point towards building and sustaining a safe,
clean, and inclusive community. We’re constantly looking at ways to improve our services, postings, and
messages to help ensure that everyone has an opportunity to be involved and in the know. Share your ideas
on how we can improve our communication with the Wood Village community. Email your ideas or
comments to Hannah at HannahA@woodvillageor.gov or call us at 503-667 6211.

Wood Village es una de las ciudades
más diversas de la región
metropolitana de Portland. Muchos
miembros de las comunidades hispana
/ latinx, rusa, ucraniana y laosiana
llaman a Wood Village su hogar. Para
ayudar a asegurarnos de que todas las
personas que viven en Wood Village
puedan comprender nuestros mensajes,
información y otros avisos, hemos
utilizado Google Translate para
nuestro sitio web. Casi todo el
contenido de nuestro sitio web se
puede traducir a 109 idiomas diferentes utilizando la función de traducción incorporada en nuestro sitio. No
siempre es perfecto, pero es un punto de partida para construir y mantener una comunidad segura, limpia e
inclusiva. Constantemente buscamos formas de mejorar nuestros servicios, publicaciones y mensajes para
ayudar a garantizar que todos tengan la oportunidad de participar y estar informados. Comparta sus ideas
sobre cómo podemos mejorar nuestra comunicación con la comunidad de Wood Village. Envíe sus ideas o
comentarios por correo electrónico a Hannah a HannahA@woodvillageor.gov o llámenos al 503-667 6211.
Wood Village является одим из самых
разнообразных городов в районе Портлендского
метрополитена. Многие представители
испаноязычных / латинских, русских, украинских
и лаосских общин называют Wood Village своим домом. Чтобы каждый, кто проживает в Wood
Village, мог понимать наши сообщения, информацию и другие уведомления, мы использовали Google
Translate для нашего веб-сайта. Почти весь контент нашего веб-сайта может быть переведен на 109
различных языков с помощью встроенной функции перевода на нашем сайте. Это не всегда идеально,
но это начальная точка на пути к созданию и поддержанию безопасного, чистого и инклюзивного
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сообщества. Мы постоянно ищем способы улучшить наши услуги, публикации и сообщения, чтобы
каждый имел возможность принимать участие и быть в курсе событий. Поделитесь своими идеями о
том, как мы можем улучшить наше общение с жителями Wood Village. Отправьте свои идеи или
комментарии Ханне по адресу электронной почты HannahA@woodvillageor.gov или позвоните нам по
телефону 503-667-6211.

National Preparedness Month (NPM) is recognized each
September to promote family and community disaster planning
now and throughout the year. As our nation continues to respond to
COVID-19, there is no better time to be involved this September.
Learn more at ready.gov.
The 2020 NPM theme is:

"Disasters Don’t Wait. Make Your Plan Today."
Week 1 September 1-5: Make A Plan
Talk to your friends and family about how you will communicate before, during, and after a
disaster. Make sure to update your plan based on the Centers for Disease Control
recommendations due to the coronavirus.

Week 2 September 6-12: Build A Kit
Gather supplies that will last for several days after a disaster for everyone living in your
home. Don’t forget to consider the unique needs each person or pet may have in case you have to evacuate
quickly. Update your kits and supplies based on recommendations by the Centers for Disease Control.

Week 3 September 13-19: Prepare for Disasters
Limit the impacts that disasters have on you and your family. Know the risk of disasters in
your area and check your insurance coverage. Learn how to make your home stronger in the face of storms
and other common hazards and act fast if you
receive a local warning or alert.
Week 4 September 20-26:
Teach Youth About Preparedness
Talk to your kids about preparing for emergencies
and what to do in case you are separated. Reassure
them by providing information about how they can
get involved.
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The Wood Village Public Works Department has completed an online mapping project utilizing Geographic
Information System (GIS) services. This will allow residents, businesses, and visitors to find information
using interactive commands such as address look-up, and location finder. It also includes some of the
following. Please note locations of utilities are approximate and should not be relied upon for construction
related activities. Always call 811 before you dig!
City Boundary Limits
City Maintained Streets
Water, Sewer, Storm, & Streets
Tax Lots

Zoning
Base Map Filters
Printing Capability
And More

Check out the complete interactive map online: woodvillageor.gov/maps
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It’s been several months since we last gave an update on the Main Streets
on Halsey work, and a lot has happened. There’s been joint meetings
with the area City Councils and Planning Commissions, development
code ideas have been refined, and we received the results of our first
community survey. Before we talk about what’s new, let’s explore what
we’re trying to do with Halsey. This effort started in 2016 with the cities of Fairview, Troutdale, and Wood
Village. A full economic analysis was developed as well as a long-range plan to create a unified main street
type of development along Halsey. The idea behind all of this is to help create employment opportunities,
support existing and new businesses, increase the walkability of the area, reinforce desired design
characteristics of new development, and in general create a place where people want to be.
Wood Village was already well positioned for a lot of these items with our current zoning code,
transportation plans, and economic incentives. However, that doesn’t mean we can’t improve and look
towards the future. Items of interest continue to be enabling micro commercial spaces, maker-spaces,
looking at enabling more public plaza and open spaces, optimizing parking standards, and reviewing
building heights. By optimizing parking standards, that does not mean no parking, but rather looking at
specific uses and what is the right parking for a specific development. We don’t want to have too few
spaces, and we also do not want land used up for empty parking spaces.
Lastly, we’ve partnered with the area cities on a new grant application that would help start creating that
walkable main street. We’ve also applied for an ODOT grant to put in two pedestrian activated crosswalks
in Wood Village. One is planned
near the Donald Robertson
Park, and the other would
be west of 238th either
near Best Western,
Wood Village Burrito
or near the Bottle
Drop. We will hear
back on this exciting
grant application next
month. In the
meantime, keep an eye
on our website for
more public outreach
and surveys on the
Main Streets on
Halsey work.
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Too often in elections a great majority of
the people who are eligible to vote do not
participate in deciding who will represent
our collective intelligence and virtue.
Often a small percentage of voters are
choosing the candidates that form our
government. Many of those who take
the time to vote fail to vote on every
choice available to them on Election
Day. Read the entire ballot. Races for
the positions closest to your community like State
House and City Council are often near the bottom of the ballot.

In Wood Village, there will be three Council positions on the November ballot. At the time of
this writing, the list of candidates has not yet been finalized, and it seems that at least some Council positions
will have multiple candidates. A very important first step in voting is registering to vote. Registering is easy
and can be done online: multco.us/elections/register-vote-or-update-your-registration-here. Not sure if
you’re registered? You can also check that online at the same address above. The deadline to register for the
November election is October 13th. Take part this year and have your voice….and vote count!

The West Columbia Gorge Chamber of Commerce which serves the cities and businesses of
Fairview, Wood Village, Troutdale, Corbett, Springdale, Bridal Veil, Vista House,
Multnomah Falls, Bonneville Dam and Cascade Locks has gone mobile. Even though the
Chamber is now virtual, they invite you to join in on the Wednesday morning Zoom Coffee
Chat from 8:00am to 9:00am every Wednesday where you will have the opportunity to learn
about one of our local business members. When it’s safe to do so, the Chamber will also hold
in-person meetings at local member businesses. This will not only allow people to meet and
great one another but allow you to check out local stores and businesses too!
The visitor’s center will now be managed by the City of Troutdale, and we know it will
continue to be great. You can learn about all the Chamber functions and events including the
upcoming Candidate’s Forum on October 7th by calling Marcia Chiaudano at 503 669-7473
or on their website: westcolumbiagorgechamber.com/events. Look for more exciting events
and activities from the Chamber in the future!
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