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The rain held off just long enough for hundreds of people
to enjoy the 3rd Annual Pumpkin Fest on Saturday, October
27th. The event was expanded this year to include a pumpkin pie
bake-off, a pumpkin pie eating contest,
pumpkin bowling, and an Aztec dance
performance. The event still featured free
pumpkins and pumpkin carving, carved
pumpkins on display, a vendor area, and of
course our pumpkin roll. Emilio Inc. also
showed up to the event to provide free arts
and crafts, games, and other activities for
kids. The award winning
pumpkin pie was baked by
Rita Dirks of Wood
Village, and the
recipe can be found
on our website. The
pumpkin pie eating
champion Sadie Davis
finished an 8-inch pie in
just over 4 minutes.
We want to thank the
students of Walt Morey
Middle School, and the Oregon
Trail Academy for carving all
the pumpkins that were on
display at the event. We also
want to thank our sponsors
Emilio Inc. the Confederated
Tribes of the Grand Ronde,
Advanced Metal and Wire,
Joy Teriyaki, the Wood Village
Baptist Church, and all those who volunteered to help make it
a great event. We hope to continue to grow and expand the event over the next
several years, and to continue to add cultural elements that represent our community.
So look for an even bigger event next year!
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The agreement with Williams/Dame & Associates to purchase
the City property at 238th and Halsey continues forward.
Work began late September to relocate utilities that will be
in conflict with the new development. The relocation
includes moving 320 feet of waterline, and 625 feet of
stormline. The cost to relocate the utilities is being paid by
the Urban Renewal Agency as part of the overall incentive
package for this development. The utility relocation should
be completed mid-November. The closing of the land sale
and the
construction of
the retail and
residential units
will not begin until summer or late fall of 2019.
While a replacement site for City Hall has not been selected,
the City has entered into an office lease agreement with
Pressure Safe, LLC, a food processing company that occupies
the building built by Merix at 23365 NE Halsey. The temporary
City Hall will be moving into the office portion of the Pressure
Safe Building Spring/Summer of 2019. The length of the lease
will be 1 to 2 years as the City works to find a location and
builds a new City Hall building.

Will Jones joined the Public Works team in August 2018 as
the Engineering Tech. He previously worked for Marine
Industrial Construction and the City of Gresham. Will has
lived in East County for 15 years and in and around the
greater Portland area for 30 years. Will enjoys spending time
with his family, downhill skiing (favorite spot is Lookout
Pass where you can ski in two states and the lift tickets are
cheap, but the hill he calls home is Mt. Hood), and playing
basketball to Cheech & Chong music. He attended Mt. Hood
Community College and earned an A.S. in Civil Engineering.
Will is happy to be a part of the Wood Village team.
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COTTONWOOD WATERLINE CONNECTED
As a water provider, it is our responsibility and duty to ensure
that every property has adequate water pressure. The
Cottonwood Condominium complex off of 238th Dr is located at
the highpoint of our lower water pressure zone. For this reason,
the condominiums experience the lowest water pressure in the
city’s system. We have been working on a solution to this issue
for some time, and hired an engineering firm, Keller Associates
Inc, to develop options that would provide improved water
pressure, while minimizing costs and impacts to residents. The
solution was to install a new
water main directly from
one of our reservoirs. We were able to utilize an abandoned waterline
under 238th, which saved costs as well as minimized traffic disruptions.
There were terrain and elevation challenges getting the new line down
to Cottonwood, but the contractor, Canyon Contracting, made quick
and easy work of it. The line was tested and cleaned prior to
connecting the new line to the individual service lines. The slurry seal
and pavement markings will be applied next spring. The overall
project went really well, and provides the water pressure
improvement that the area needed.

2018 TREE PLANTING PROGRAM
To help create a sense of identity and place, the city offered residents
and businesses the opportunity to have free trees planted in their
front yard areas. There was a selection of trees to choose from and
the varieties included: Paperbark Maple, Starlight Dogwood, and
Evening Light Snowbell. These trees were selected for aesthetics
and a non-invasive root system. While the trees were purchased
and planted by the city, the trees will be maintained by the
property owners. The long term goal of the tree planting program
is to have tree-lined streetscapes that are inviting to residents,
businesses and guests of the City. In time, the entire look of the
community will be enhanced by the addition of these trees.
Thank you to the six properties that participated.
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Road Projects
ARATA RD UPDATE
Arata Rd has reopened to two-way traffic between Wood Village Blvd and
238th Dr in Wood Village. The contractor is working to complete tasks
along Arata Rd and on stormwater lines between Arata Rd and Halsey
St in preparation for the winter shutdown in mid-November. Twoway traffic between Wood Village Blvd and 223rd Ave will reopen
mid-November and remain open until spring 2019. Other related
drainage work on Halsey will be completed mid-November. Road
work will resume in the spring with the project scheduled to be
completed next summer. For more information, please visit the
Multnomah County Project website: www.multco.us/arata

238th DR UPDATE
The 238th Dr road projects includes wider lanes, shared paths for pedestrians and
bikes, and stormwater management from Oregon St to Arata Rd. Design work is
ongoing with the following identified: project footprint, stormwater management
plan, types of retaining walls and locations and environmental impacts. A noise
analysis of the proposed improvements was completed and the predicted noise level
change was determined to be undetectable. Based on public input, planter strips
between the travel lanes and pathways will be added for safety as well as for
stormwater management. The current design estimate exceeds the original project
cost estimate from 2012. To keep costs in line with the original estimate,
Multnomah County is planning to close the road during construction reducing the cost of walls and
construction time as well as improving safety. Installing asphalt sidewalks instead of concrete will further
reduce costs. The current schedule has the design work completed next year out to bid in the fall and
construction beginning in 2020. For more information visit the project website: www.multco.us/238th.

SANDY BLVD UPDATE
Major construction for the Sandy Blvd project has been completed and all traffic
lanes are generally open. The contractor completed
final paving, lane striping, sign installation and street
lighting. A flashing pedestrian crossing beacon has
been turned on. PGE still needs to install several
streetlights. Manholes in the traffic lanes are being
adjusted to match the road grade. There will be
occasional lane closures as the contractor completes
final clean up tasks such as adjusting manholes in
traffic lanes.
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The cool, windy fall weather causes trees to shed their leaves which can clog storm drains causing localized
flooding. Raking or depositing leaves in the street IS NOT an allowed disposal option in Wood Village. Wet
leaves on the street can be slippery and create dangerous conditions for drivers and pedestrians. You can
compost your leaves or put them into your yard debris can for Waste Management to pick up on your regularly
scheduled collection day.
In an effort to assist you the City is providing a leaf drop off area at the Donald L. Robertson City Park located
at 24300 NE Halsey starting the week of October 22nd and continuing through December 31st. ONLY Wood
Village residents may drop off LEAVES AND SMALL BRANCHES – NO TRASH PLEASE. The drop
area is in the main parking lot against the wall north of the Play Area. Adding your trash ends up
costing you and the City extra money to sort. Please help us to continue this valuable service!
Leaves should be left loose in the designated area and take all transport containers with you.
If you have any questions please call Marie at 503-489-6859.

CITY STREET SWEEPING
The next street sweeping has been scheduled as
follows, but is subject to change without notice:
Tuesday, November 13
Thursday, November 15
It is important that residents
move vehicles off residential
streets between 7 a.m. and 5
p.m. Parked vehicles impede the
street sweeping equipment,
resulting in less efficient and
effective service. Thank you

OREGON E-CYCLES EVENT
Are you planning to score some Black Friday deals
for new electronics but aren't sure what to do about
your old electronics? Or maybe you have some old
electronics collecting dust in your basement? Here's
your opportunity to responsibly unload those old
electronics and de-clutter your home at a special
Oregon E-Cycles recycling event! The following
items will be accepted free of
charge from 9:00am -Noon on
November 17 at the City of
Troutdale Public Works Building
(342 SW 4th St in Troutdale):
Computers, Televisions,
Monitors, Printers, Computer

peripherals, Networking devices, AV equipment,
and most other small electronics. Responsible
recycling will be provided by Green Century
Electronics Recycling,
greencenturyonline.net. Questions? Contact Ali
Briggs-Ungerer at
ali@MRMrecycling.com.

THE GRAFFITI FREE ZONE
The act was full tricks and no treats
for the several homes that were hit
with graffiti just before Halloween.
Video of the subject was obtained and
sent to the Multnomah County Sheriff’s office, as
were photos of the graffiti to help link it to other
potential acts of vandalism. If the subject is
identified and arrested, we will press charges to the
full extent of the law. We all need to be vigilant in
reporting and removing graffiti. It is not just graffiti
we need to clean up and remove, but discarded
shopping carts, litter, and other debris also detracts
from our great community. You can report graffiti,
abandoned shopping carts, and discarded items
using our online reporting tool. You can also
do your part by returning shopping carts,
picking up small pieces of litter, and keeping
your home, property or business well-kept and
well lit. We offer free graffiti removal kits to
help remove graffiti, and together we can be a
clean and graffiti free City!
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The Cities of Wood Village and Fairview have combined forces to create a recreation program designed to
serve our residents, and all kids in the Reynolds School District. The program is funded for three years, and
is now about a year and a half into this three year trial period to evaluate the effectiveness of the program.
The first director of the program, Katherine Ashford, has moved on to another employment opportunity, and
the board is seeking a new Recreation Manager.
Recreation flyers for the PlayEast! Programs were
mailed to every address in Wood Village and Fairview,
identifying the program offerings. Hundreds of area
youth have participated in the programs since we started
the program last year, and we are hopeful that all
residents will take a look at the flyer, or on the web sites
for our Cities (Fairview and Wood Village), or look at
the Facebook home for PlayEast. Since Katherine’s
departure, Mike Abbate, former Parks and Recreation
Director for Gresham and Portland, is serving on a part
time basis as the Recreation Manager.
Mike recently wrote an article for the National Recreation and Parks Association. In the article, Mike notes
that the national culture is struggling like never before.
“Childhood obesity, racial injustice, acts of violence, fractured
communities, systemic poverty, nature deficit disorder, social
isolation, degraded environments, generational divisions. We
see these play out daily in our Facebook and Twitter feeds, our
Flipboard pages and our other daily news sources.
And yet, there is a powerful antidote to all of these pressing
issues facing our culture, and it is hiding right in plain sight. It
is something we have known, and probably taken for granted,
since we were little kids. If we were fortunate, we grew up in a
neighborhood or community that valued these little places
where magic happened. If not, we realize what we missed.”
Mike was speaking of public parks, the places to discover nature and celebrate our cultural
heritage. Active recreation to engage and provide positive outlets for our youth. Our organized Recreational
offerings give real alternatives to folks of all ethnicities, cultures, and socio-economic status. We have
structured to make recreation affordable to young people and their families, and we value the opportunity to
make East County a special place in the years ahead.
Join the City Councils of Fairview and Wood Village in helping PlayEast! Succeed. Sign up your children,
participate and help our communities become a better hometown for each of us.
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The City Council recently adopted an update to the Park Master Plan and related capital improvement plan.
The updated plan focuses on the Donald Robertson Park, and includes several specific projects. One of the
larger projects is the creation of a new nature enhancement area and nature playground in an undeveloped
section of the park. During the creation of the 2015 Parks Master Plan, residents voiced their desire to have
more nature trails and viewing areas. One of the most cost effective measures to increase recreational
opportunities in the park is to enhance underutilized park space. There are over three undeveloped acres at
the end of Hawthorne Ave that have been identified as prime locations for the nature enhancement and play
areas. The updated plan also includes improvements to the
current park entrance at Hawthorne Ave. The intent is to
develop these areas in a style that fits the current theme of the
park, and enhance the recreational offerings to park guests.
Other enhancements included in the Master Plan update
include: Skate park, futsal court, and improved sports field
areas. The inclusion of the projects in the Master Plan does
not guarantee project construction. Projects will be
developed in conjunction with the Parks Commission,
Budget Committee, and City Council. The updated Master
Plan and project list are on the City’s website.

BUY SMART - THINK 'GREEN'
• Look for locally made gifts - many gifts in today's marketplace come from halfway around the world,
and the impact of transportation contributes significantly to greenhouse emissions and global warming. Local
craft fairs and artisan shops are a good source for gifts that come without the added costs of transportation.

• Choose gifts made from recycled sources - many individuals and small businesses have
developed great products using recycled materials. Supporting these businesses helps reduce the waste
stream while promoting the concept of making best use of available materials.

• Give 'battery-free' gifts - According to the EPA, about 40% of all battery sales occur during the
holiday season. Discarded batteries are an environmental hazard. Even rechargeable batteries find their way
into the waste stream eventually.

• 'Re-gifting' is OK - there is much discussion about etiquette behind the trend to ‘re-gift’, that is, to
pass on a gift you received but do not need. What's to discuss? Re-gifting makes perfect sense. If you
receive something you really don't need, look for ways you can reuse this gift by passing it on to
someone who can use it. Of course, re-gifting needs to be done with care so as not to
offend the original giver, but keeping a gift you don't need is wasteful.

• Give Services – Give local experiences such as concert tickets, a
massage, tour or other activity instead of material goods.
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The Wood Village Urban Renewal District was formed in 2009, specifically anticipating development and
opportunities to reinvest in the community. The initial projects that were envisioned in this period fell victim
to the economic recession that impacted our region, and it took seven (7) years for the financial projections
and expectations for the Urban Renewal Agency (URA) to materialize. The URA is now a viable entity,
with the development of South Riverwood, a total of 44 homes.
The Urban Renewal Agency works
by establishing the specific value
that is in place when the agency is
first formed, and assures that the
total taxable value at that time is still
included for all other entities such as
schools, county, city, and special
districts. Any new value created
through investments within the
URA’s boundaries is provided a
temporary special taxing status. This
temporary tax diversion lasts for as
long as the URA is authorized to
exist, often 30 years and applies all
of the tax rates but returns the
revenue to the URA. These
revenues then allow the URA to invest in specific actions and projects that will induce more value in the long
term for the City and all taxing agencies. There is also a debt limit for all urban renewal agencies, and in the
case of the Wood Village Urban Renewal Agency, the total limit is $11,750,000. To date, the URA has
budgeted to expend just over $700,000 of this total limit.
An upcoming project of the Agency will be to install new fencing along Arata Road when the roadway
project is completed next year. The new fences will improve the ascetics of the area, while proving a
uniform look all along the roadway. In addition,
the fence type is graffiti resistant. Another
upcoming project deals with the sale of the City
Hall building, and providing incentives to construct
commercial and multifamily developments on the
site. Incentives include the relocation of current
utilities on the site and acquiring easements to
assure the ability to develop the 5.7 acres at the
intersection of Halsey and 238th.
The Urban Renewal Agency anticipated specific projects when it was formed, and the times have changed.
Several of the projects included in the plan been completed utilizing other financing methods and some work
has been completed by others that will no longer require any public investment. To recognize all these
changes, the Board and the City Council will be looking at the Agency status this winter, anticipating a
minor amendment that will define the projects on which we will focus, and providing for minor changes in
the boundaries of the Agency.
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ENTERPRISE ZONE RENEWED
The enterprise zone program is a State program to encourage new investment and job creation through the
use of tax abatement incentives. First enacted by the Oregon Legislature in 1985, with the purpose of: “…
[T]he health, safety and welfare of the people of this state are dependent upon the continued encouragement,
development, growth and expansion of employment, business, industry and commerce throughout all regions
of the state…”
Thirty three years later there are 69 enterprise zones which include 54 rural and 15 urban zones. Over that
time span, multiple revisions have been made to the statute and administrative rules (ORS & OAR) that
govern the program. There are significant differences for rural versus urban zones, and further differences for
urban zones within the Portland metro area urban growth boundary (UGB). Ten of 15 urban zones are within
the UGB, including our Columbia Cascade Enterprise Zone which includes sections of Wood Village,
Troutdale, and Fairview.
There is no longer a cap on the number of zones that may be locally designated around the state, however the
local area economic hardship conditions must still be met to qualify for zone creation. Statutes generally
indicate two threshold criteria for local economic hardship: (1) Household median income is 80 percent or
less of state median income, or (2) Unemployment rate is 2.0 percentage points or more above comparable
state unemployment rate, based on the most recent annual figures. The three cities will need to demonstrate
continued compliance with these criteria as part of re-designation.
Zone Requirements
The property tax exemption is
available to eligible companies
within the zone boundaries who
make new property investments
in buildings, machinery, or
equipment after being
authorized for the exemption.
Land is not an eligible
investment. Generally, eligible
firms include manufacturers,
processors, shippers and other
operations that serve other
organizations. To qualify,
businesses must meet
minimum requirements
established by State statute and
the sponsoring city related to
employment and investment
levels. The “standard” abatement is three years, and the “extended” abatement is five years and requires
written agreement with sponsoring jurisdiction.
The Three Cities, Fairview, Troutdale and Wood Village, share an enterprise zone designation with the State
of Oregon. The zone, designated the Columbia Cascade Enterprise Zone, includes developable properties in
all three Cities, and was originally designated as an Enterprise Zone in 2008, and renewal is required every
ten (10) years for all enterprise zones. Each city chose to seek renewal, as the enterprise zone program is a
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proven tool in our communities to provide job creation. The boundaries of the zone changed slightly in
Fairview, but remain the same in Wood Village and Troutdale.
Businesses that have taken advantage of the enterprise zone in the Columbia Cascade E-Zone include:
 Fedex
 Brasher’s Auto Action
 Amazon
 Pressure Safe, LLC
 Grovtec US Inc.
Well over 3,500 jobs within the Columbia Cascade Enterprise Zone have been created with the assistance of
the zone tax abatement. Grovtec owner Bob Grover describes his latest year in Wood Village using the zone
as follows:
“Wow! That is how I describe our first two quarters of 2018. Through June, we are on
pace to have our highest revenue year in our History.
I’m reminded of a statement made by the great Michael Jordan, “I have missed more
than 9,000 shots in my career. I’ve lost 300+ games. Twenty six times I’ve been trusted
to take the game winning shot and missed. I’ve failed over and over and over again in
my life. And that is why I succeed!”. Through our History we have not always taken the
right shot at the right time but look at how far we have progressed. In any team sport or
business, nothing is accomplished without a team environment, goals, and winning
results. Let’s continue with our momentum and make 2018 our best year ever!”
The Enterprise Zone program is a property tax abatement program with the following requirements:









Benefit and Local Criteria: The Columbia Cascade Enterprise Zone was established to encourage
private investment on industrial and manufacturing lands. The incentive for investment is a property
tax abatement up to five years that is regulated under Oregon Revised Statutes Chapter 285C. The
local criteria requirements are listed below.
Property Tax Abatement: Up to five years of property tax abatement for a qualified business
investment.
Minimum Investment Required:
New Development:
$1 million for the three (3) year program
$2 million for the five (5) year program
Or
Tenant Improvements/Machinery $250,000 for the three (3) year program
$500,000 for the five (5) year program
Job Quality:
The average of all hourly full-time wages must be at least 150% of the Oregon minimum wage.
Benefits to full-time employees that meet the national average of non-mandated benefits for the size
of the company shall be provided. Sufficient training and advancement opportunities must be made
available to all employees.
Procurement Plan:
Provide a plan for purchasing materials and supplies from businesses located in East Multnomah
County. An annual report is required for purchases showing maintenance of or an increase over first
year levels or providing an explanation why such procurement could not be achieved.

We welcome and thank our Wood Village businesses, and look forward to having
the Enterprise Zone as a special part of our local government programs for the
next ten years.
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Here are some important things you can do to reduce your risk of home fires this season:
Place trees, candles, and other holiday decorations at least three feet away from heat sources
like fireplaces, portable heaters, radiators, heat vents and candles.
If you choose a real tree ensure that it’s fresh and that green needles aren’t easily broken. And
remember – keep live trees as moist as possible by giving them plenty of water.
Before stringing your holiday lights check them over to ensure that there are no frayed
electrical cords, that they are in good working condition
Unplug your tree & holiday lights when you leave the house & when you go to bed.
Never leave burning candles unattended and make sure to extinguish them when going to bed.
Designate one person to walk around your home to make sure that all candles and smoking
materials are properly extinguished after guests leave.
Holidays mean lots of cooking and baking. When using potholders, oven mitts, wooden
utensils, paper, kitchen towels, and other flammable items, be sure to keep them well clear of
the stovetop.
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