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William A. Peterson Jr., otherwise
known as Bill, served as a City
Manager in various communities for
over 40 years before coming to
Wood Village in January of
2011. Bill first started his
career in Wyoming before
moving to Oregon where he served in
Hermiston, Grants Pass and lastly Wood Village. He
helped take the City of Wood Village from a good local
government agency to an exceptional agency. Bill implemented several
internal processes and programs, as well as several community-oriented
programs that have taken the organization and community to the next level.
In Bill’s first full year with the organization he implemented an annual retreat
program with the City Council. The retreat was designed to go over long-term
budget items and projections, review pending
large projects, start the development of the
annual workplan, and enable the City
Council to have open discussions about
topics of their choice. The City Council retreat has become an annual
activity that increases the level of trust between the elected officials and
the executive team. The retreat also enables a strong connection
between the annual performance plan and the City’s budget.
Bill spearheaded the effort to update all the City’s infrastructure
master plans including Water, Wastewater, Streets, and Storm Sewer.
Bill prioritized the update of all master plans and was able to have the
City Council and Budget Committee allocate the resources needed to
update all plans and infrastructure. Bill also lead and oversaw the
effort to update the master plan and zoning regulations for the City’s
Town Center. This two-year long effort included the single largest
public outreach effort in the City’s history. The outreach methods
included personalized meetings with marginalized community members, online engagement,
and direct involvement with key stakeholders. The result of the initiative was an updated plan which will
serve the community for the next decade.
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Bill lead the effort to sell the City Hall site for redevelopment. This initiative had been undertaken in the
past but was unsuccessful. Bill’s work included the partnership with a quality developer, a fair price for the
land, and a $40 million development which will shape the look of the City for decades to come. Items that
had to be completed included a rezone, four separate access easements, utility relocation, adjacent parcel
acquisition, and a wetlands determination by the Army Corp of Engineers. The trade off at the site was the
loss of the mature trees, chestnuts and firs. To compensate, the City required the developer of the site to
plant over 140 new trees that will, in time, work to decrease the impact of the losses. In all, Bill’s work
enabled the project to move forward and it is
now under development.
Bill took over the City’s Urban Renewal
Agency during the peak of the recession. At
that time, the assessed value was less than
the established frozen base and the agency
was not receiving any revenues. Bill
worked to keep the agency relevant by
engaging board members, community
members, and other stakeholders. The
Urban Renewal Agency now has an
updated boundary and plan which better reflects the overall goals
and values of the community. Several key projects are now financed and underway.
Bill has been an active participant and champion of the Main Streets on Halsey initiative. This program and
project which not only serves Wood Village, but the communities of Troutdale and Fairview aims to shape
and create a unified destination corridor through the three cities. Bill has applied for and received community
grants on behalf of the program and has taken the lead in many of the planning related projects for the
corridor.
It is impossible to know or even capture all the impacts that Bill has had in various communities and
organizations throughout his tenure. Bill’s dedication to public service exemplifies the integrity, dedication,
and skills that are most highly prized by local government professionals. His accomplishments and efforts at
the City of Wood Village, regional and state-wide organizations, and the other communities in which he has
served are truly inspirational. Bill’s career and especially his efforts at the City of Wood Village are indeed
examples for all those in public service. A successful city is not necessarily the most prosperous or the one
with the most resources; instead, a successful city is the one that adapts to change and keeps all community
members meaningfully engaged, informed, and provided with high-quality cost-effective services. Bill has
led Wood Village to great successes over the years through the collaboration with elected and appointed
officials, the public, community stakeholders, and staff. The lasting improvements that Bill has been able to
initiate and implement in Wood Village will last for generations, and the City, community, and organization
are all better because he was here.
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It was a perfect day for the City’s annual Pumpkin Fest, and it was a record-breaking event in many areas.
Not only did we add more features and activities such as our
pumpkin trebuchet (the pumpkin chucker designed and built by our
very own Loren Wilton), Día de los Muertos activities and more
pumpkins, we had a record-breaking crowd of well over 1,000
guests. We had so many people that we actually ran out of
pumpkins; something we will plan for next year. In addition to
the new activities, we had our usual favorites of pumpkin
bowling, pumpkin carving, games, crafts,
photo spots, and our famous pumpkin roll.
We want to thank Emilio Inc. which
provided games and free popcorn for guests
and Play EAST recreation which
provided the Día de los
Muertos activities. This
year’s pumpkin pie baking
award went to Aiden of
Gresham, and you can get
his recipe on our website.
This was the largest
Pumpkin Fest to date, and
we could not have done it without our sponsors and
community partners. We want to thank Advanced Metal
and Wire, Walmart, the Confederated Tribes of the Grand
Ronde, Emilio Inc., PlayEast, the Walt Morey Middle
School SUN program for carving pumpkins to display at
the event, and the Oregon Trail Academy for its student
volunteers who helped at the event. We hope to see you next
year for our 5th annual event, where there will be even more
pumpkins and fun!
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SAY HELLO TO ERIKA
Erika Olivares joins the City of Wood Village team as the Permit
Technician and Code Compliance Officer. She comes from a
wholesale nursery in Gresham where she worked as an Inventory
Specialist. She is bi-lingual in both English and Spanish. She is a
recent graduate of Mount Hood Community College where she
obtained her Associates degree in Administrative Office/Human
Resources Management. Erika was born and raised in Gresham
where she attended school in the Gresham-Barlow School District.
During her free time, Erika enjoys hiking, visiting museums,
reading, camping, travelling, and spending time with family and
friends. She loves to explore ghost towns all throughout Oregon.
Erika hopes to someday have travelled all throughout the United
States. Erika has always had an interest to serve the public from
a young age. She is very excited to be a part of the City of Wood
Village team and help the community in every way she can.

We want to thank all residents for their
assistance and patience during the road work to
Maple Blvd. The segment of Maple Blvd.
between NE 238th and Elm Ave had several
cracks and some failed base areas. We fixed the
base rock in targeted areas and provided a crack
seal over all the cracks and seams in the
roadway. This was followed up with a slurry
seal to renew the asphalt surface and protect it
from oxidation and water penetration. This
specific maintenance method helps extend the
life of this main residential roadway in the Original
Village at a fraction of the cost it would take to
rebuild it. This project was funded by the Street Utility
fee which funds Good Roads for a Great Community. Thank you all
again for helping us make this much needed investment in our community.
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Being the Base Camp for all Gorge, Mt. Hood and PDX activities is more than
just being the jumping off point for these destinations. It is about providing
information and a world class experience. That is what we hope to achieve by
adding a Gorge Hub to the Donald L. Robertson Park. This joint effort with
ODOT, Oregon State Parks, Travel Oregon, and other communities of the
Gorge will add a unique and one of a kind experience for residents and
travelers through the Gorge along the historic Route 30 highway and trail.
While each hub along the route will be unique to the host community, there
will be some unifying features. The design plans for our hub include
enhancements around the restrooms including rock retaining walls,
accessibility ramps and walkways, and added landscape. We will also be
adding bike racks, a bike fix-it station, and additional park signs. The project
was awarded to Lee Contractors LLC and construction is now underway.

HAWTHORNE TRAILHEAD DESIGN
One of the larger projects identified in the Parks Master Plan is the creation of a new nature playground,
trailhead access, habitat enhancement and additional trails in Donald L. Robertson Park. The undeveloped
acreage at the end of Hawthorne Ave was identified as the prime location for the nature enhancement, play
area and trailhead. The natural playground will incorporate the use of natural elements, such as boulders,
rocks, sand, soil, wood, and indigenous vegetation as integral parts of the play experience. An enhanced
habitat area will be created with select vegetation, a boardwalk and informational signage surrounded by an
extended section of the park trails. The trailhead access from Hawthorne will provide direct access to the
existing Park trail system, the new playground area as well as providing additional parking opportunities.
The City was recently awarded a grant for the project
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund through
the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department. The
contract for design work was awarded to WSP
(formerly BergerABAM). They are very familiar with
Donald L. Robertson Park as they produced the
updated Parks Master Plan in 2018 and have been at
several community meetings. The City anticipates a
conceptual design for the Hawthorne trailhead and
natural playground this month. Once the initial design
is complete, a community meeting will be scheduled to
present the concept plan to residents and the Parks &
Recreation Commission.
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The utility bill you receive on February 1 for water, wastewater, storm water, and streets will include a cost
of living adjustment (COLA) of 2.4%. This increase begins January 1, 2020 and applies to residential,
senior, multi-family, business, etc. Annual adjustments help the utility avoid large periodic increases.
This year the implementation of the COLA is different. In the last several years, the base and
volume charge for water and sewer both increased by the cost of living adjustment. This
year, the City Council chose to keep the base fee the same and have the entire increase
(approximately 5%) for water and sewer be applied to the volume charge. This offers
some financial relief for residents who conserve water usage.
As an example, water for a single family:
- using 4 units of water see no increase,
- using 8 units of water will go up $0.36 per month,
- using 12 units of water will go up $0.72 per month,
Sewer will remain unchanged and the street/storm fee will go up $0.25 for single family residential.
Complete information on commercial and multi-family rates will be posted on the City’s website
(www.woodvillageor.gov) in January. Please call City Hall at 503-667-6211 if you have any questions about
your utility bill.

It is Important to get a correct Census Count in Wood Village.
Census information is used as the database for thousands of decisions that impact
all of our lives. The data impacts education planning and funding, business
opportunities, and direct distribution of state and federal funds. The 2020
Census results, collected every 10 years, will help determine how billions
of dollars are allocated each year within Oregon. In 2016, Oregon received
over 13 billion dollars, which was used across the state to fund programs
like:
Federal Higher Education Grants and Loans
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
Business and Industry Loans
Allocation of Federal Park and Recreation Funding
This list is only to give examples, there are dozens of programs impacted by the Census information.

Census data is Used for Public Safety
Along with funding and direct service provision, the data from the Census can literally save your life. The
Census data is used by our community to respond to natural disasters. In 2017, the Eagle Creek Fire started
in September and burned for almost 3 months destroying approximately 50,000 acres in the Columbia Gorge
and portions of the adjacent Cascades. Emergency responders used census data to estimate the number of
people in the area that potentially needed to be evacuated. Our community deserves to have the right level of
emergency response and we can get that by counting every community member in the 2020 Census.
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DOG DAYS OF WINTER

With fewer people out and about during the cold
and wet winter months it can be easy to let your dog
roam around the neighborhood or park without a
leash. While leashes are not
required when a dog is in
your own yard, dogs must be
on a leash when in public
areas including the
Donald Robertson Park.
In fact, in Multnomah
County it is illegal to
allow an animal to
trespass (be on) the private
property of someone else without
their permission. Long or flexi leashes are okay,
and the use of leashes at the park is for the safety of
all park guests and of your four-legged family
member. For the courtesy of park guests, we ask
that you also pick up after your pet as well. We
offer free waste disposal bags at several locations in
the park for your convenience. Please also
remember to pick up after your pet when on walks
as well. Neighbors and others who walk around the
neighborhood appreciate your efforts to clean up
after your pet. If you’re having problems with an
area pet or its owner, you can contact East Metro
Mediation at 503-618-3247 to help resolve the issue
with the help of trained mediators, or you can
contact Multnomah County Animal Services at 503988-7387 or MultcoPets.org.

GRAFFITI:
REPORT IT, REMOVE IT, PREVENT IT.
Graffiti sends a negative
message that nobody cares
which can increase the
chances of other forms of
crimes in the city. Here are a

few things you can do to help prevent graffiti from
appearing on your property. Keep your property
well lit, install lights on your house and yard. Trim
bushes or hedges that are overgrown to improve the
visibility of your property. Lastly, if graffiti does
show up on your property report and
remove it quickly. Removing graffiti
within 24 to 48 hours is ideal. Not
only does it prevent additional
graffiti from occurring, but it is
easier to remove. The City offers
graffiti removal kits at no-cost,
and you can report graffiti and other
code violations by calling City Hall or
using our online reporting tool
www.woodvillageor.gov. If we all put our best
effort in reporting and removing graffiti promptly,
we can become a graffiti free city.

ANNUAL LEAF DROP OFF
Wet leaves on the street can be
slippery and create dangerous
conditions for drivers and pedestrians
in addition to clogging storm drains
and causing localized flooding.
Raking or depositing leaves in
the street IS NOT allowed in
Wood Village. You can compost your
leaves, put them in your yard debris
can for pick up or use the free drop off
provided by the City for Wood
Village residents.

Where: Donald L. Robertson Park,
23400 NE Halsey
When: Now through December 31st
What: Leaves and small branches
If you have any questions, please call Marie at 503489-6859.
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Multnomah County modernization project on Arata Road
between NE 223rd Ave. and NE 238th Drive will be
wrapping up for the year in November. The project will
transform the road by rebuilding the two traffic lanes,
completing a 6-foot wide sidewalk on the south side and
adding a 10-foot wide shared path and water quality
swale on the north side. The project will improve safety
in a growing residential community that borders a
thriving retail center on NE 223rd Ave.
Construction work by contractor Wildish Standard Paving has
experienced some delays due to underground utility conflicts and challenging soil conditions.
This year the contractor is rebuilding the north side of the
road, after work on the south side in 2018. Recently work
has included:
Construction of sidewalks, ADA ramps and
driveways on the north side of Arata Road
Final lift paving
Work on electrical items including streetlight
bases and traffic signal installation
Work on drainage in driveways and water
quality planters
Some time in November, two-way traffic will be restored on Arata Road between Wood Village Blvd. and
238th Drive. Currently, that section is open to eastbound traffic only.
This winter, Portland General Electric plans to install new
streetlights along the road. The City of Wood Village plans to
hang street banners from the new streetlights, to promote the
neighborhood. City plans also include installation of a new
fence along both sides of the road.
After final improvements are complete in 2020, the City and
County plan to host a street party for residents and businesses
who have been so patient during construction. Watch for event
details in 2020.
For project information, visit: www.multco.us/arata.
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Power Outage

PREPARATION TIPS
Cleaning Out Your Rain Gutters
Cleaning is necessary for the gutter to
function properly. During a rainstorm,
gutters route runoff from a very large
surface—a home’s roof—to where it can
drain away from the house. By doing so,
they protect siding, windows, doors, and
foundations from water damage and help
prevent flooding in basements.

PGE power outage contact: 503-464-7777
Have a plan and share with family and friends.
Keep electronic communication devices
charged.
Flashlights & Extra Batteries
Candles
Lighter or matches

Vehicle
Vehicle service
Full fuel tank
First aid kit
Blanket
Bottled water
Flashlight & extra batteries
Phone charger
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The next Halsey Corridor project is getting underway for Wood Village, Fairview and Troutdale! As
the Halsey work moves forward, we are going from big picture ideas to more detailed
recommendations. The current project will focus on two main tasks; spurring development of four key
properties that have long sat vacant and updating the zoning code to support the business types and
building design that’s needed to create a thriving main street.
The consultant team, led by Cascadia Partners, includes expertise in architecture, landscape
architecture, engineering, wetland biology, municipal code writing, and real estate development. They
will be presenting their results to the City Councils, Planning Commissions, and Halsey Committee
throughout the project. Next summer, we’ll be visiting with the community to get input on what new
development should look like along the corridor. Stay tuned for updates as the project moves forward!
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503-667-6211
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503-667-6211
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