City of Wood Village November 2017

The Village News
2055 NE 238th Drive • Wood Village, OR 97060-1095 • (503) 667-6211
Fax (503) 669-8723 • city@ci.wood-village.or.us • www.ci.wood-village.or.us

It was a windy day for our second annual Great Pumpkin
Fest, but that did not stop over 1,000 people from enjoying
the festivities. Thanks to the Confederated Tribes of the
Grand Ronde, we had over 200 free pumpkins for kids
and families to carve. The Tribes also sponsored our
first annual pumpkin roll, which was a huge hit
with everyone who participated.

In addition to all the pumpkin carving, Emilio
Inc. provided free arts and crafts, games, and
popcorn for the kids. Emilio Inc. partners with
the City on several events, and they always do
an excellent job of adding value to everything
they do.

Lastly, we want to thank the students
of Walt Morey Middle School and the
Oregon Trail Academy for carving all
the pumpkins that were on display at
the event.
We hope to continue to grow and
expand the event over the next several
years, and add cultural elements that
represent our community. So look for
an even bigger event next year!
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As part of the community review of the Town Center master
plan, residents told us they wanted to have mobile food
carts in the Town Center. Many of our residents spoke of
hoping that a small group of carts would be part of the
development of the Town Center, and other locations in
the City. Mobile food carts have been identified as a
method to permit small business owners to enter the
food business, and create opportunities for cultural and
ethnic food sales. Food cart ownership costs a lot less than constructing
or leasing an existing brick and mortar restaurant. The City Council listened, and
authorized the food cart use in the zone. However, food carts are not identified or
authorized in the development code.
The Planning Commission was aware of the problem, and asked staff to prepare a
proposed code for mobile food carts. There was a public work session on food carts in
September, and a proposed code will be presented for consideration on November 13 th.
The proposal crafted by the Planning Commission will permit mobile food carts in all nonresidential zones, with a series of requirements. The code will also provide discretion to
the Design Review Board to broadly regulate the placement and design of units. This is
to assure that the location and placement of the units includes appropriate landscaping,
screening, seating, and other amenities to fit in with the existing community and
neighboring properties.
A single mobile food unit can be placed in any nonresidential zone. If three or more units are on one
property, it is defined as a Food Pod. The units can
be placed on any private properties and parking
areas, but not in rights-of-way. As proposed, the
units have to provide trash receptacles, and are
responsible for any litter in the area. Food pods also
have to be on paved surfaces. Other items that may
be included, but are not required, include seating,
restrooms, lighting, and similar site improvements.
The planning commission will conduct a hearing on the proposed code on November
13th, 6:00 PM at Wood Village City Hall. If you support or oppose food carts, please let
the City know by providing your comments to Bill Peterson at billp@ci.wood-village.or.us,
or by coming to the meeting to testify.
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At the September 26, 2017 City Council meeting, the City Council directed the City Manager to sign an
agreement with Williams/Dame and Associates, Inc. The proposed agreement provides for a series of steps
that each party must complete prior to the proposed sale of the land. Basic terms of the sale are a $3,750,000
purchase price for the City property along with a parcel approximately 25,000 square feet to be acquired
from Best Western immediately west of the City property.
The agreement contains specific requirements for the buyer
to achieve a high quality development with significant new
taxable value on the site. As proposed, the development
would combine commercial and residential uses on the site.
The intent of the land sale is to induce a quality, high value
development on this parcel, and place the land on the tax
rolls.
In the last issue of the Village News we ran copies of the
proposed site plan and the elevations for the variety of uses
proposed on the site. Essentially the site would have 166
(or more) multifamily units, and 8,400 square feet of retail
space.
The agreement is pending for signature, with the legal
descriptions and similar small details remaining
uncompleted. The completed agreement will begin the
due diligence period, where not only does the purchaser
have responsibilities to complete specific tasks, the City
must complete the rezoning of the property and the acquisition of the small parcel from the Best
Western Motel property to the West.
A significant feature of the transaction is the incentive package that will be offered from the Wood Village
Urban Renewal District. The Urban Renewal District is a separate governmental entity from the City, but it
is governed by many of the same individuals. As proposed, the Urban Renewal District will offer to provide
up to 25% of the tax proceeds that will be paid on the project during the life of the Urban Renewal agency.
This means the total amount of tax collected until 2032 at
the total tax rate for all taxing agencies, approximately
$14 per thousand. This improvement will be about
$30,000,000, so the amount of incentive that is
offered (assessed value x tax rate x 25%) will be
about $966,000, with much of that amount spent to
pay system development charges, building fees, and
utility relocations on the project.
The sale of the land would lead to the relocation of
City Hall. No site has been identified for such a move,
nor have any details been developed on the specifics of
a new location or the size, design, or type of building
the City may construct to replace City Hall.
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In continuing with the City’s ongoing effort to replace its aging infrastructure, Cedar Lane will soon be
getting some much needed repairs. The Cedar Lane Construction and Utility Replacement Project will
consist of replacing or repairing the water, sanitary sewer and storm drainage utilities, along with
reconstructing the entire roadway.
The existing PVC water main
under the street was installed
over 30 years ago. This water
main will be replaced with a
more durable ductile iron pipe
with an estimated lifespan of
50 to 100 years.
During the recent television
inspection of the City’s
sanitary sewer mains, several
pulled joints and breaks were
discovered. These flaws allow
storm and ground water to
enter the sewer system. This
problem, called inflow &
infiltration (or I&I), results in
increased wastewater treatment
costs. Part of this project will
include repairing the joints and
breaks to reduce I&I issues.
The Wood Village Storm
Water System Facility Master
Plan lists improvements to the
section along Cedar as a
priority due to flooding during
heavy rains. The current
stormwater main located in
residents’ backlots between Cedar and Maple will be abandoned. A new stormwater main will be installed
along Cedar Lane where it will intercept the 24” concrete pipe from NE 238th Drive and the 24” concrete
pipe from the Treehill Condominiums. This will increase the drainage capacity and enable better access for
operation and maintenance of the stormwater main.
Once underground utilities are completed, the entire street width of Cedar Lane will be reconstructed to bring
substandard or deteriorating street surfacing up to a high standard. Approximately 1,350 linear feet of street
will be reconstructed and resurfaced along NE Cedar Ln.
Firwood Design Group in Troutdale was awarded the contract for the design and surveying was completed
the end of October. It is still in the early phases of the project so no dates are set for the construction, but it
is anticipated to take place in April 2018.
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The Water System master plan for Wood Village identified low pressures as a potential service problem to
the neighborhoods of Treehill and Cotton Wood. The project, originally budgeted at $162,000, would have
extended a water line in the right of way of 238th from well #4 at the end of Shannon St. to the
Treehill/Cottonwood neighborhoods. Initial meetings with the homeowner associations yielded a negative
response from Treehill and a positive response from Cottonwood.
Cottonwood condominiums were constructed later than the Treehill development and at the highest
elevations in the area, meaning they have the lowest water pressures. Staff has met with a representative
number of residents of Cottonwood Estates and several other residents from Treehill to discuss the need to
continue with the waterline project that will ultimately raise their water pressure from less than 20 psi to
80 psi.

The city has hired the consulting services of Keller Associates for the design engineering and survey of the
waterline. Tentatively the route of the 4” line is from Reservoir 1 off 238th Pl. to Cottonwood using an
abandoned 8” ductile iron waterline as a carrier pipe under 238 th rather than constructing an entirely new
crossing. Surveyors have been on site completing the topo necessary for alignment and augmenting the
topo already completed by Multnomah County for the 238th improvement project. Design is underway
now and we’re expecting a late November or early December design completion. Construction should
begin early spring.
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basin may be plugged or broken and this will not be
repaired as part of the catch basin cleaning. If you
continue to experience high water or flooding
problems, you may need to arrange for the repair of
your storm drain system.

Gresham, Wood Village, Troutdale, and Fairview
are partnering to offer private storm drain cleaning
at a reduced cost.
Sign up at GreshamOregon.gov/SCAP or call 503618-2522. The deadline to sign up for this fall
program is November 15th, 2017.

The City of Gresham is acting as coordinator of this
program in partnership with Wood Village,
Troutdale, and Fairview, and does not perform
cleaning services for private storm drains.
The cities do not guarantee or provide any
warranty for the work performed by the vendor.

The Smart Business of Cleaning Storm Drains
Property owners are
responsible for cleaning
privately owned storm
drains to keep the dirt
and debris that carries
pollution from entering
the public stormwater
system. Keeping drains
clean may prevent flooding
which can become a costly
problem and is a driving hazard on
nearby streets. You will also be helping to protect
our streams.

The cooler weather has arrived so
the leaves are falling. Clogged
storm drains may result in
localized flooding and
deteriorated pavement.
Raking or depositing leaves
in the street IS NOT an
allowed disposal option in
Wood Village because wet
leaves on the street can be
slippery and create dangerous
conditions for drivers and pedestrians. Some
options are to compost your leaves or put them into
your yard debris can for Waste Management to pick
up on your regularly scheduled collection day.

Normally, companies charge $130 or more for a
private service call for one drain. Through this
program, however, the cost is only $45 per
drain. This service will provide a basic cleaning and
does not include additional maintenance work. The
vendor performing the storm drain cleaning may
note deficiencies with your storm drain system and
provide a quote for repair. You may elect to take no
action at this time, have the work
done by the vendor or obtain
additional quotes for cost
comparisons.

In an effort to assist our residents, the City is
providing a leaf drop off area at the Donald L.
Robertson City Park located at 24300 NE Halsey
from November 1st to December 31st. ONLY Wood
Village residents may drop off LEAVES AND
SMALL BRANCHES – NO TRASH PLEASE in
the main parking lot against the wall north of the
Tot Lot. Adding your trash ends up costing you and
the City extra money to sort and
dispose of the trash. Help us to
continue this valuable service!

Cleaning of the catch basin
may not resolve all problems
that may exist in privately
owned storm drain systems.
For example, the lateral lines
leading away from the catch

Leaves should be left loose in
the designated area and please
take the containers you brought
them in back with you. If you
have any questions please call
Marie at 503-489-6859.
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By the end of the year, the City will be launching a brand new website. This new website will make it easier
for you to do business with us online. Not only has the navigation been streamlined, but we made it easier to
find the items you search for the most. The new website is also mobile friendly, which means you can stay
connected with the City when you’re on the go. We have also brought our site up to date on current ADA
standards and accessibility. This means it will be easier to enlarge text, print items, and even translate the
content into different languages. We will highlight more features of this new website in our January
newsletter. As always, you can also stop by City Hall Monday – Friday 8am -4:30pm, to get in-person,
personalized service. Look for our new site soon!

MONTHLY UTILITY BILL
COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENT
The water bill you receive on February 1 will show
a slight 2.1% cost of living increase that begins
January 1, 2018. Water for a single family will go
up 53 cents per month, sewer will go up $1.09 and

the street/storm fee will go up 21 cents for a total
increase of $1.83 per month for single family
homes. All categories, i.e. retired, multi-family,
business, etc, will see a utility increase of 2.1%.
The new rates will be posted on the City’s website
(www.ci.wood-village.or.us) in January. Please call
City Hall at 503-667-6211 if you have any
questions about your utility bill.
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FREE “LOW FLOW” WATER
CONSERVATION SHOWER HEADS
City Hall has shower heads
available from Energy Trust
to help you save money on
your water bills! If you would like
one or two, please come to City
Hall and ask at the front counter.

WATER BILL ASSISTANCE FUND
Are you on a limited income?
Are you having trouble paying
your water/sewer bill?
The City of Wood Village
might be able to help you!
A group of city employees
donate money from their
paychecks each month to a
Water Assistance Fund.
There are only three requirements:
Your total household income must be
severely limited. You will need to complete
a form showing the number of residents in
the home and the total household income
from all sources.
Assistance can only be used once per year
per household account and is available on a
first come-first served basis.
You must receive a utility bill directly from
the City.
If you would like to apply, please stop by City Hall
anytime from 8AM to 4:30PM Monday – Friday to
fill out an application.

Did you know Americans throw away 25%
more waste between Thanksgiving and New
Year’s? There are several ways you can help
reduce waste this Holiday Season.

Decorating? Switch to LED holiday lights.
They last up to 10 times longer and use 80%
less energy.
Need batteries? Buy rechargeable batteries
instead to save money and reduce waste.
Having a party? Use real dishes and send
leftovers home with friends and family.
Unwanted catalogs? Call
their 1-800 number and
asked to be removed
from the mailing list.
Giving gifts?
Choose reused
or reusable
wrapping
alternatives such as fabric, posters,
newspapers, etc.
Recycle your old holiday lights, electronics,
& packaging– call Metro at 503-234-3000
for information on where to recycle.

THE GRAFFITI FREE ZONE
We have experienced a slight increase in graffiti
these past couple of months. The graffiti appeared
to be random acts of vandalism, and not part of any
organized tagging or gang activity. Even though we
are mostly a graffiti free City, these kinds of
incidents highlight the importance of keeping areas
clean, well-lit, and free of graffiti. Most of the
graffiti was removed the same day, and has not
returned. Tracking and reporting graffiti will get
even easier with the City’s new website. The online
form will be more user friendly, and there will be an
option to attach an image of the graffiti. Since the
new website will be mobile friendly, you
will be able to report graffiti on the go.
As always, we have graffiti removal kits
that you can use at no cost. Thank you
for your help making the City a graffiti
free community!
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Before Our Beloved East Wind, Ice and Snow . . .
Make a Family Communications Plan. Your family may not be together
when weather strikes, so it is important to know how you will
contact one another, how you will get back together and what you
will do in case of an emergency.
Make an emergency kit for at least three days of self-sufficiency.

Keep space heater safety in mind: Use electric space heaters with
automatic shut-off switches and non-glowing elements. Remember to keep all heat
sources at least three feet away from furniture and drapes.
Prepare your home:
Make sure your home is well insulated and that you have weather stripping around your doors and
window sills to keep the warm air inside.
Make sure you have a working carbon monoxide detector.
Keep fire extinguishers on hand, and make sure everyone in your house knows
how to use them. House fires pose an additional risk, as more people turn to
alternate heating sources without taking the necessary safety precautions.
Learn how to shut off water valves in case a pipe bursts.
Insulate your home by installing storm windows or covering windows with plastic from
the inside to keep cold air out.
Hire a contractor to check the structural ability of the roof to sustain unusually heavy weight from
the accumulation of snow - or water, if drains on flat roofs do not work.
If you have a wood burning fireplace, consider storing wood to keep you warm if winter weather
knocks out your heat. Also, make sure you have your chimney cleaned and inspected every year.
Gather extra blankets, sleeping bags and warm winter coats in case the power goes out
Prepare your vehicle:
Fully winterize your vehicle. Have a mechanic check antifreeze, brakes, heater, defroster, tires, and
windshield wipers to ensure they are in good shape. Keep your gas tank at least half full.
People who depend on electricity to operate medical equipment should have alternate
arrangements in place in case power is out for an extended period of time.
Keep an extra emergency kit specifically created for your car. In addition to the basic essentials,
consider adding a portable cell phone charger, ice scraper, extra blanket, sand for
traction and jumper cables.
Make sure you have a cell phone with an emergency charging
option (car, solar, hand crank, etc.) in case of a power failure.
Plan to bring pets inside.
Sand to improve traction.
Plan to check on elderly/disabled relatives and neighbors.
Use rock salt or more environmentally safe products to melt ice on
walkways.
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Halsey from 202nd to the Sandy River runs through three cities, Fairview, Wood Village, and
Troutdale. All three cities have adopted resolutions creating a new organization to coordinate work
on the Halsey area, a group called Halsey Community Collaborative Compact (HC³). The Cities of
Fairview, Wood Village, and Troutdale, along with Multnomah County have a common interest in
the future of development and roadway improvements on Halsey Street from 202 nd through
Troutdale to the Sandy River, where the eastern end of the corridor is identified as the Historic
Columbia River Highway.
All the jurisdictions share a vision for the economic vitality of the Halsey corridor, and recognize the
need to work together. An executive committee consisting of an elected official and business
representative from each community was established by the cities. The combined committee will
recruit representatives from one large business, one small business and one manufacturer or other
primary employer from the East County region. Designated staff members from each city will be
responsible for meetings, record keeping and general support of the committee.
The first undertaking of the Executive Committee, through the jurisdictions, is to seek financing
from the Department of Land Conservation and Development for a Technical Assistance Grant. As
proposed, the grant would fund an economic diversification study, specifically identifying business
types that can be supported along the corridor and discretely by community, including the full
range of development types in this segment of the corridor from Fairview’s mixed use to the
downtown Troutdale Town Center, with the Wood Village Halsey and Town Center areas identified
as opportunity sites.
Along with the base identification of opportunity and economic feasibility, the work will assist in
providing focus for the development along the corridor. We are looking to develop a brand for the
region, with compatible and distinct sub categories for each community or sub region of the
corridor. From entry features and art work to what sort of trees should be planted, the combination
of what kind of business can be supported and thrive successfully in our area will be tied to a
vision to create a unique region with a recognizable image.
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COUNTY ROAD IMPROVEMENTS COMING TO WOOD VILLAGE

Multnomah County has a number of road projects coming to Wood Village, either in construction or in the
design phase. Here’s a summary:
CONSTRUCTION IN 2018
NE Sandy Blvd. Improvements (NE 230th to NE 238th)
Construction will start spring 2018 to convert a section of Sandy Blvd. in Wood Village to a modern urban
street with turn lanes. It will include pavement and drainage improvements, new sidewalks and bike lanes,
lighting, and enhancements to existing bus stops.
Schedule: Utilities relocation is currently in progress and the roadway construction is expected to
begin in late spring through early summer of 2018.
Traffic: Two lanes of traffic will be maintained at most times. Flaggers will direct traffic on a single
lane at times, and there may be brief closure of driveways, with notice, during paving.
Website: multco.us/sandy
NE Arata Rd. Active Transportation Project
The project includes a complete streetscape between NE 223rd Ave and NE 238th Drive including a 6-foot
sidewalk on the south side and a 10-foot wide concrete shared-use path for pedestrians and bicyclists on the
north side. The project will also include drainage improvements and lighting.
Schedule: Contract will be advertised for bid in October and construction will start late spring
through fall 2018.
Traffic: There will be lane closures and one-way traffic during construction.
Website: multco.us/arata
IN DESIGN PHASE
NE 238th Dr. Safety Improvements (NE Halsey St. to NE Glisan St.)
This project will make it easier for trucks to navigate the curve on this steep section of 238th Dr. in Wood
Village. It will improve access for other modes of transportation, including pedestrians and bicyclists.
Traffic: The construction traffic
plan will be developed during the
design, which recently began.
Schedule: Design work began in
late spring 2017 & will continue in
2018. Construction could begin in
2019.
Website: multco.us/238th
LEARN MORE
For more information on these and other
Multnomah County road projects:
 Visit multco.us/roads/road-projects
 Follow us on Twitter@MultCoRoads
 Call 503-988-5050, email transportation@multco.us
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