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The Town Center Master Plan work, a grant from the Oregon Department of Transportation through the
Transportation Growth Management Grant Program, is moving forward. In the last several weeks, we have
engaged diverse communities with focus groups hosted by interpreters and leaders in the Hispanic, Russian,
Ukrainian, Vietnamese and Laotian communities. Over 100 individuals attended one of the focus groups and
helped provide their unique perspective to the potential development of the Town Center.
Several common themes appeared in the focus groups,
including:



 The master plan needs to support family needs
and safety
 Current Town Center area needs improvements
for lighting and landscaping
 Family gathering places, safe walking and biking
and safe streets are essential
 Home ownership housing options were
preferred, while support is present for a variety of
other more dense housing options if open space
and public gathering areas are included
 Family Fun Center or similar recreational opportunities would be
welcome, along with a variety of specialty retail and restaurant uses identified
Whatever we do, the work should have a vision to set the standard for the Wood Village community
for the future

The first of two community wide meetings was conducted on February 16. The meeting attracted attendance
of over seventy (70) residents who combined to provide their input to a range of potential plans for the area.
As the plans and all of the input provided is sorted by the consulting group working with the City, we will
provide feedback on potential options in the months ahead.
Work on the Town Center planning efforts will be continuing through November of 2016, with a final plan
scheduled for adoption during the winter.
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The Halsey St. Sanitary Sewer Capacity
Upgrade project is underway, the new pipe
has been laid out in the City Hall gravel
parking lot, the pulling chain has been
delivered and the pits for both
launching and receiving the new pipe
have been dug. Driving along Halsey
St. between City Hall and Wood
Village Blvd. it’s obvious that the
work is progressing.
The pictures illustrate how this
process will be done: a machine on the end of a
couple of hundred feet of 2” very heavy chain jerks the steel coneshaped steel end attached to the pipe through the existing
concrete pipe “bursting” it and increasing the size from the
existing 8” to the new 12” size. This process greatly diminishes
the amount of actual digging involved and utilizes the existing
pipe alignment, following it from manhole to manhole.

The third picture is of the trench and the excavation
necessary to launch the new pipe from the manhole at the
bottom of the picture in the direction of the large
excavator. The expectation is that only eight of these pits
will need to be dug. Not only does this reduce the amount
of excavation, but it also reduces the cost of replacement
gravel and asphalt surfacing.
Even with some permitting delays the project is still on
schedule, and from the timeline provided by the
contractor, should be completed by the middle of April.
This project is to accommodate the expected growth of
the Town Center and future plans for residential and
commercial development. The high priority project
comes as No. 1 from the City’s 2015 Waste Water
Master Plan’s list of capital improvement projects which
details the need for this increased capacity.
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The Wood Village City Council and Staff conducted a day long special workshop, called a retreat, in January
of this year. The meeting was facilitated by Sam Imperati, Associate with ICMRESOLUTIONS, Inc. The
City Council reviewed detailed evaluations of the financial projection for the City finances for the next five
years, the potential terms to include in offering materials for the sale of the City Hall properties, potential
investments in the branding and image for Wood Village, and the history and future for the Wood Village
Urban renewal District.
The City Council annual meeting is to provide focus to the vision, mission, and goals for Wood Village, and
the discussions lead to the creation of an Annual Performance Plan (APP), essentially the blueprint for
investments in time and budget for the year ahead to lead to achieving the Goals of the community.
The Mission Statement for Wood Village is:

A unique, small city with exemplary public services, fiscal responsibility,
and progressive leadership providing a safe, livable community while
promoting business vitality and growth.
Our goals are:

GOAL 1:
GOAL 2:
GOAL 3:
GOAL 4:
GOAL 5:
GOAL 6:
GOAL 7:

A safe, clean, livable community with a sense of pride, quality housing, and
strong identity.
Excellent police, fire and building services.
High Quality, cost-effective public utilities, parks and events.
Long-term financial stability, economic vitality and growth.
A work environment that develops and
employees
and rewards their creativity and innovation.
Effective local, state and regional partnerships.
Environmental Responsibility.

Wood Village is in excellent financial condition, and with the guidance of the City Council, has made all the
adjustments needed to successfully emerge from the recession with financial reserves intact and with a sustainable
financial future for the next several years. While statewide difficulties with how the revenue system in Oregon
functions will constrain annual revenue increases to a level that is generally below the increases in cost to provide
services, the City has been able to respond to these challenges in the past five years, and
patterns indicate we will again be positioned to sustain service levels to our residents
throughout the projection period. The City Council is beginning to discuss investing in projects
that they believe might substantially change the appearance and quality of life in Wood Village
in the years ahead.
The annual events in Wood Village are a key part of what makes the town special. From the
Easter Egg hunt to the Nite Out and Clean Up day, Wood Village has a series of great events
for our residents. The year ahead will include the addition of a City Wide Garage Sale, an opportunity
to have all our residents and businesses participate in an event to invite the region to our town. We will also be
working on a fall event dealing with pumpkin carving to celebrate the Halloween holiday.
The City Council will be reviewing a potential plan for the year ahead over the next several months, and will be
providing the direction for City wide activities in 2016-17. This promises to be a great year, with Arata Road, the
Town Center development, potential sale and development of City Hall properties, new economic development
partners joining our City. We will be reporting back when the City Council adopts the plan for next year.
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Treehill and Cottonwood residents met with City staff January 25th to discuss the two potential projects the
City is considering to improve the water pressure available to the two condominium associations and to
change the current meter arrangement from 30 existing meters to a single master meter, reducing the cost to
the City and bringing the association in line with other privately owned water systems.
In the past, Treehill and Cottonwood residents have been concerned with the lack of water pressure;
specifically those residents in townhomes living at or near the crest of Treehill Dr. The reasons for this are
fairly easy to explain. Currently the condominium complexes are located at
the high point of what the City calls the lower water system. That is, water
provide these residents and others in the Lower Village are served by wells
nearby. The pumps necessary to retrieve the water from the wells then has
to force the water (water pressure) to not only the Lower Village but the
high points of the Lower Village – Treehill and Cottonwood. Because
some of these residents are at the high point, the pressure is lower and, at
times, inadequate for dishwasher, washing machines and showers.
In order to provide higher water pressure to the complexes then, a series
of valves and waterlines must be installed that will allow that water from
the upper pressure zone to provide water to Treehill and Cottonwood. The
City has contracted with an engineering consulting firm who has come up
with some alternatives and cost estimates, and we have tentatively chosen one we
believe is the most cost effective means of providing increased pressure. The estimate for
construction is between $125,000 and $135,000.
The second project, changing out 30 water meters for one master meter, would involve simply adding a large
6” meter and backflow to the existing waterline prior to it entering into the complex property. The City has
offered to make this transition free of charge to the residents though they then would be responsible for
billing each unit for its water use. The City would allow the complexes to keep and maintain the existing
individual meters for those billing purposes.
The two homeowners associations are currently discussing amongst themselves what
course of action is most beneficial to them based on the pros and cons of the project.

We want to welcome Jennifer Parks to the Wood Village team. Jennifer is the new
Engineering Technician, and comes to us from Clean Water Services. Jennifer previously
held internships with the City of Vancouver in the construction services department, and the
materials lab at ODOT while completing her civil engineering degree at Portland State University.
Jennifer developed a passion for the outdoors after moving to Portland from North Idaho almost 10 years ago. She
now spends her free time backpacking, paddle boarding, or biking with her boyfriend and old, blind Jack Russell
Terrior. When the weather isn’t ideal for outdoor activities, she can be found restoring/repurposing discarded
furniture or slowly remodeling her 1900’s Portland home. We are looking forward to the skills and enthusiasm
that Jennifer is bringing to the team and City!
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IT’S

TIME & WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Oregon state law requires local governments to prepare a balanced budget for each fiscal year (July 1
through June 30). It’s a big job involving employees, City Council members and citizens. The process has
begun for the upcoming budget for this July 1. Here are the steps to complete this major process:
Employees:
Review previous year actual revenues and expenses, and adjust for inflation & changing needs
Work with Council and citizen input to develop a list of projects to be accomplished during the
upcoming year
Income must equal expenses, and there’s always more “wants” than money will allow, so items are
cut until the budget is balanced
Budget Committee:
The budget, as prepared by the employees, is presented by the City Administrator to the public via
meetings with the Budget Committee. The Committee is comprised of the five City Councilors and
five Citizen Members. There is a vacancy open on the Budget Committee – will YOU please step
forward and volunteer a few hours of your time?
The Budget Committee discusses the budget and how it interfaces with City goals.
Recommendations for adjustment with a majority vote will adjust the budget.
All budget meetings are open to the public: April 21st at 5:30 pm; May 24th at 6:00 pm; June
14th at 6:00 pm.
Additional meeting times will be posted on the City’s website: www.ci.wood-village.or.us or you can
call City Hall Mon-Fri 8:00 am to 4:30 pm for further information.
City Council:
The budget, as approved by a majority vote of the Budget Committee, is then presented to the City
Council at the May 24th Council meeting.
Changes with a majority vote can adjust the budget further if Council desires.
Council adopts the budget and levies the city tax rate.
Once adopted, the budget is a legal document for the City to follow and cannot be altered without
City Council majority approval.

THE GRAFFITI FREE ZONE
So far the City has been relatively graffiti
free in 2016. There have been some
problem areas, and we are working to get
those cleaned up. As we enter into the
spring season, we want to remind you
that the City stocks free graffiti removal
kits, and has an online graffiti removal

resource center. You can also report
graffiti and other nuisances online as
well. We encourage you to remove and
report graffiti quickly. The best
prevention tool is the quick removal of
graffiti. The longer graffiti stays, the
harder it is to remove, and the more likely it
will attract additional vandalism. Let’s keep
up the good work, and be a graffiti free City!
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Wood Village’s Public Works crew will begin flushing the water system throughout the City
DURING THE MONTH OF MARCH.
When will flushing be done in my neighborhood?
A flushing schedule will be posted at City Hall and on the City website at www.ci.wood-village.or.us. Public
Works staff will also place a barricade with an attached notice at the entrance of your street in advance to let
you know that flushing will be taking place in your neighborhood. Flushing will normally occur between the
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. and your water service should not be interrupted.
What is fire hydrant flushing?
The goal of this program is to ensure water quality is maintained at its optimal level and to properly maintain
the City’s water distribution lines. Flushing is a process by which water is moved through a water pipe at a
high velocity so that a scouring action is created. Water then is discharged through a fire hydrant. The Public
Works crew will be using a “NEW” unidirectional flushing program. Unidirectional flushing consists of
closing specific water system valves to create one way flow and
then opening fire hydrants in a consecutive manner. This
increases the speed of the water flow in the pipes. These high
velocities remove even the most stubborn deposits. The
minerals removed from this process are harmless and require
no special treatment.
Why are we flushing?
Slow movements of water through water mains during the
winter months allow mineral deposits to build-up and accumulate
over time. This build-up can restrict water flow in the pipes and also
contributes to discolored water problems. Periodic flushing of pipes helps maintain our City’s
infrastructure, assures consistent high water quality and keeps hydrants operational in case of a fire emergency.
Is flushing a waste of water?
No! The amount and cost of water used in flushing is a small price to pay compared to the benefits of assuring
the quality of your water and maintaining our infrastructure.
If you are experiencing discolored water…
If discolored water occurs, it is not a health hazard. However, during the flushing procedures, iron (red water)
and manganese (black water) may become stirred-up within the water main, which can create staining on the
porcelain and laundry. Avoid washing laundry until your water is clear. Also small solid particles of mineral
matter may be caught in faucet strainers restricting flow. Simply remove the strainer and clean out the mineral
matter.
If the water appears discolored it is recommended that that you run your cold water faucet for a few
minutes to allow new water to work its way into your pipes. If the water is still unclear repeat the
process. In some cases it may take a few hours for the water to clear. If you are experiencing any
problems with your water quality or pressure after a flushing event please contact the Wood Village
Public Works Department at 503-667-6211.
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THE CITY’S GOING ON SALE

WOOD VILLAGE CLEANUP DAY
The annual Wood Village Cleanup Day is
scheduled for Saturday, June 4th. The event will
once again take place at the
Wood Village Baptist
Church on Arata Rd. Look
for more information in
the May newsletter, or on
our webpage. Remember,
you can always dispose
of your items year round
at one of the areas
landfills or recycling
facilities. Go to
www.oregonmetro.gov to
find a disposal location near you.

That’s right, the City is going on Sale this coming
Memorial Day Weekend. No, we’re not talking
about the potential sale of the City
Hall property, but a City-wide
garage sale. The final details of this
new event are still being worked out,
but you can start gathering up your
unwanted items now. The event will
take place Friday May 27th through
Sunday, May 29th. We’ll do the
advertising, you do the selling. Look
for more information in the May
newsletter, or on the City’s website.

The City has contracted with a local landscape design and maintenance company, Valley West, to begin
work on redesigning the islands on 238th with plantings that will better withstand the harsh and exposed
environment experienced in that location and also employing some design elements that speak to the
Northwest and Mt. Hood/Timberline Lodge aesthetic. A preliminary design has been completed and the
Parks and Recreation Board met February
17th to review the plans and offer
suggestions and opinions and approve the
plan presented by Valley West staff.
Because these islands are frequently the
introduction of our city to visitors, we
desired to have architectural and textural
features that would be remembered after
leaving town. Granite rock facing similar to
other Cascadian structures in the Columbia
Gorge will be added to the raised entry sign
location and annual, seasonal plantings will
add much needed color and texture to the
238th corridor. All the trees will remain and
continue to grow and add their beauty to the city landscape.
With the Commission’s approval, permitting with Multnomah County will begin along with a critical traffic
control plan necessary for the safety of the workers. Work is anticipated to begin by the end of March with
completion in April.
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April 23 - 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Start saving those items that cannot be recycled at the curb for the
annual Earth Day collection event. The event is for Gresham and
Wood Village residents.

Volunteers needed
If you would like to volunteer at this event and for more
information, contact Meghan Borato at
Meghan.Borato@GreshamOregon.gov or 503-618-2134. You will need to complete an online volunteer
form before you participate, or if you prefer, print the application, fill it out and bring it with you April 23.

Collection item details



The City of Gresham is working with Green
Century Electronic Recycling and AccuShred to
process collected items this year.



Fluorescent tubes and bulbs / boxes
available at City Hall
Cell phones

Items NOT collected at this event






Small appliances and small
electronics (see list of examples)
Large rigid plastics/clean plastic
bags - for items not accepted in
curbside recycling
Block Styrofoam / clean and dry
(no squishy foam or food related)
Paper ONLY shredding (limit two grocery
bags per household)



Batteries

Small plastics (lids, caps)

Televisions

Hazardous waste (paint, aerosol
cans, gas cans, needles)

Businesses - only fluorescents


Limit 30 fluorescent tubes and bulbs

For more information about the Earth Day recycling event or other recycling questions, contact Cherie
Ludwig at 503-618-2518 or Cherie.Ludwig@GreshamOregon.gov.

The City currently has two trail projects being worked on concurrently. The trail extending from the
boardwalk south to the overlook at the southern boundary of the Donald L. Robertson Park, and a second
trail beginning at City Hall to the eastern terminus of Fairview’s Bridge St. along the sanitary sewer
interceptor alignment.
The DLR Park trail has been previously designed and has been funded through a Metro’s Nature in
Neighborhoods grant and a Local Government Grant Program through Oregon State Parks and Recreation
Trails grant. The City will be advertising for landscape construction companies in the next couple of weeks
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to get firm cost estimates, approval of Wood Village City Council and to begin construction as soon as
possible.
The second trail was conceived as a connection
for pedestrians and bicycles between Fairview
and Wood Village. The City’s main sanitary
sewer line extends from City Hall to Bridge St.
and has an easement attached to it. The City’s
goal is to construct a trail/access road over that
easement to provide and promote active
transportation as well as an access for
maintenance vehicles.
This project has already gotten a good start with survey
being done in order to facilitate design, but the City has also been invited by Metro to
submit a final grant application for additional funding for the project. We should get news of the grant in
the next month or so.

The surveyors are setting flags along Arata Road, and construction work will be beginning in earnest this
summer. Riad Alharithi, Rodway Engineering Services Manager with the Transportation Divison of
Multnomah County inidcated he “expects to start
construction in July, and finish major work by
November with minor work to be finished in
winter and spring of 2017”.
The general construction template will provide a
total roadway surface of 23 feet in width, a five
foot wide sidewalk to the north, and a ten foot
wide combined bicycle and
pedestrian area on the south side of the roadway including
a storm drainage treatment area. Because of constraints in
the project right of way area and other requirements, these
widths may vary a little along the length of Arata from
238th to 223rd.
When the construction work on the roadway is complete, the Wood Village
Urban Renewal Agency has indicated an interest in improving the remaining portions of the right
of way, making sure decorative lights, banners and flower baskets adorn the roadway and working with the
adjacent property owners to provide fencing.
As proposed, the Urban Renewal Agency may be providing all costs to place a simulated rock fence along
the portions of the right of way where six foot fencing is permitted, and a shorter wrought iron fencing where
height limits restrict the fence height to three feet. The two fencing types being considered are pictured here
as general representations of the fencing that would be bid for construction along the right of way.
While much work remains to be done and the Agency has not yet established all the guidelines for the
fencing proposal, we can look to Arata Road to become a very different looking part of Wood Village, with
safe pedestrian and bicycle facilities and a significantly rejuvinated appearance.
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REGISTER NOW!
The joint Portland and Multnomah County PublicAlerts system is able to send landline phone, mobile phone,
text/SMS, and email alerts to addresses within Multnomah County. Public safety responders use the system
to notify residents and businesses affected during an emergency. Alerts suggest urgent safety actions, such as
staying inside or evacuating. PublicAlerts is preprogrammed with landline phone numbers from phone
company records. To receive messages by email, text, mobile phone, or Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP),
residents must register their contact information at www.PublicAlerts.org.
PublicAlerts also allows residents of Portland and Multnomah County to sign up for the Additional Needs
Registry (ANR) and indicate whether they may need specific disability-related assistance following a major
disaster or when interacting with public safety responders. This section of PublicAlerts is voluntary and
should never be considered as the only action necessary to prepare for disasters or other emergencies, nor
does it ensure a prompt and thorough response if disaster strikes. See Frequently Asked Questions for more
information about the ANR.
PublicAlerts is only one of the tools used by public safety responders to alert the public and is
not activated in all situations. Emergency information may also be provided through broadcast
and print media, social media, the PublicAlerts.org website, the Wireless Emergency Alerts
(WEA) system, the Emergency Alert System (EAS) on TV and radio, or other means.
WHY SIGN UP FOR PUBLIC ALERTS?
PublicAlerts is a nimble, powerful communication system connecting residents to urgent safety
information. Through a combination of phone, email, and text messages, the system can reach any number of
residents in any situation where fast, effective communication is essential to safety. Most landline phone
users with published numbers are already included in the system. However, to receive alerts on your mobile
phone or at an email address you must register through the PublicAlerts website.
WHAT TYPES OF EMERGENCY ALERTS CAN I EXPECT TO RECEIVE?
The telephone number(s) and email addresses you register will receive notification only when their
associated addresses are impacted by an emergency and public safety responders warn the public to take an
urgent safety action (such as staying inside or evacuating). Here are some examples of emergencies that may
trigger the use of the PublicAlerts system:
Severe flooding;
Police activity;
Hazardous material spill or release;
Boil water notice;
Large fires;
Terrorist incident;

Major landslide;
Public health emergency;
Volcanic eruption; or
Other danger requiring the public to take an
urgent safety action.
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UPCOMING WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS:
DETAILS INSIDE



THE VILLAGE NEWS
IN THIS ISSUE

City Services:

Town Center Master Plan
Update
Halsey Sewer Line Update
City Council Retreat
Treehill Pressure Zone
New Engineering Tech
Budget Meetings
Graffiti Prevention
Water System Flushing
238th Island Project
Trail Projects
Arata Road Update
Public Alerts
Upcoming Events

Wood Village City Hall

Mult County Sheriff
Gresham Fire Dept

503-823-3333

Building Permits

503-667-6211

Abandoned Vehicles

503-823-3333

DEQ Burning Info

503-618-3083

Other Services:

503-618-2355

Waste Management

503-249-8078

Animal Control

503-248-3066

Frontier

800-921-8101

Reynolds School District

503-661-7200

PGE

503-228-6322

East Metro Mediation

503-618-3247

Power outages

503-464-7777

Streetlight outages

503-736-5710

NW Natural

503-226-4212

Multnomah County Commissioner:
Diane McKeel, District 4

503-988-5213

City of Wood Village Contacts:

Mayor Patricia Smith
Council President Timothy Clark
Councilor Scott Harden
Councilor Bruce Nissen



911

503-667-6211

Councilor Jimmy Frank

Mayor Patricia Smith

Emergencies

Water & Sewer

City Manager Bill Peterson

City Council Meetings:
Mar 8th
6:00 PM
Mar 22nd
6:00 PM
Apr 12th
6:00 PM
th
Apr 28
6:00 PM

MAR 2016

President Timothy Clark



BillP@ci.wood-village.or.us
PatriciaS@ci.wood-village.or.us
TimC@ci.wood-village.or.us
ScottH@ci.wood-village.or.us
BruceN@ci.wood-village.or.us
JimmyF@ci.wood-village.or.us

Scott Harden



Bruce Nissen



503-489-6856

Jimmy Frank
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