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The City Council broke ground on the new
City Hall building on Tuesday, June 23rd.
Over the next several weeks you’ll notice
a lot of changes at the Donald Robertson
Park. The most notable change will be
the closure of the upper parking lot area
as well as the pedestrian access from Elm
Ave. Since the upper parking lot and
Elm Ave. access are being rebuilt as part
of the project, those areas will be closed
off during the duration of the project. We
know that will be an inconvenience for many
people, but the end result will be worth it. Not only will the parking and
pedestrian access be enhanced, there will be a new 9,000 sq. ft. building to serve the community. We have
planned lots of space to rent for public, community, and private events. As the building is under
construction, we will provide many updates on its progress and how you will be able to use the new building.
The project is expected to take just over a year, which means the new splash pad will be open just in time for
the heat of next summer!

2

The Village News

We wanted to take a moment to thank a dear friend of Wood Village. Pastor
Bill Ehmann, or “Pastor Bill” as he is known by many, has worked for over 25
years at the Wood Village Baptist Church to create and foster a positive and
community-oriented relationship with the City and its community. From
being the host for the annual City Nite Out event for over 20 years, to
allowing the City Cleanup day to be held on the campus, Pastor Bill fostered
a deep and caring relationship with the
City. Pastor Bill not only partnered with the City, but the Reynolds
School District and Multnomah County to hold summer lunch
programs and activities, Play East! Recreation to hold sport camps
and movie nights on the lawn. In fact, Pastor Bill loved the
community so much, he and his team worked with various
organizations to put in a top of the line futsal court at the church for
the community’s use. Pastor Ehmann recently retired due to ongoing health challenges. Pastor Bill and his wife Carol have made
it a priority to build relationships with the City Council, City
Manager, and others in order to serve the City, its citizens and
guests. They envisioned creating and sustaining a place of peace,
service, caring, and love for everyone in Wood Village. If
you’ve ever attended the Nite Out, took stuff to the cleanup day,
had kids attend the free summer lunch program, or watched a
movie on the lawn, you have Pastor Bill to thank. While
retired, I am sure we’ll still see him around. We wish him well
in his retirement and for a full health recovery.

NEED HELP PAYING YOUR UTILITIES?
Even though Multnomah County has reopened under Phase 1, we know many
families and people are still in need as the economy starts to recover. The City
Council has authorized a new round of Utility Relief Applications starting July 1st.
This means even if you had previously applied to the program, you are again
eligible to have one months’ worth of utilities paid. Utilities include the City water/sewer bill, PGE, NW
Natural, and Waste Management. The entire application can be completed online, and because we directly
pay the bill(s), we do need a full copy of the month’s billing statement. You’ll also have to have taken the
2020 Census which can be completed online as well: 2020census.gov. If you’ve been financially impacted
by COVID and need help with your utility bills, please complete the application and we’ll help. The
application can be found on our website at woodvillageor.gov/wood-village-utility-assistance. Additional
resources are also available on our website at woodvillageor.gov/covid19.
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While she was not with us for too long, her work and spirit will have lasting
impacts. Rose Douglass, who joined our team in January, had to step down as
Assistant to the City Manager to attend to personal matters back in Indiana. Rose
had a caring heart for the community and added great insights to the team,
especially when it came to environmental and human rights matters. It’s hard to sum
up one’s work and true impact in only a few sentences, and we wanted to share
what she had to say about her time in Wood Village. The following is a message
Rose wrote to the staff prior to leaving: “I have enjoyed working with each and
every one of you. All of you play such an important role in how we serve the
public and help to make Wood Village the best it can be through compassion,
empathy, problem-solving, and critical thinking. I have grown so much as a
public servant and leader in my short time here and I wish circumstances
would allow me to stay. I feel like Oregon is my home now, and it will be
very difficult to adjust to the change.” Truly, Rose has a heart for service and
her presence and passion will be missed. We wish her the best, and we know
whichever community she serves in the future will be better because she is
there. Thank you again Rose!

Stephen Katulak joined the City of Wood Village Team on June 22nd as our new
Groundskeeper. Stephen was born in Dayton, Ohio where
he spent most of the younger part of his life. While in
Ohio, Stephen worked as a park technician with Dayton
MetroParks and also did various forms of landscaping throughout the Dayton
region. He later moved to North Carolina and landed a job working with
Whole Foods Market, working in various departments and roles throughout
the store. Stephen transferred to Portland with Whole Foods Market four
years ago and has really enjoyed the area and west coast lifestyle. Missing
working outside, Stephen decided it was time to get back in the field, which
landed him with this position here in Wood Village. In his spare time, he DJs
music at various bars throughout the Portland region (prior to COVID), as well
as on 90.3 FM. He also enjoys playing music, hiking, cooking and creating art.
We’re excited to have Stephen as part of our team, and we’re sure you’ll be seeing a lot
of him around our park and City.
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RUN FOR CITY COUNCIL &
SHAPE OUR FUTURE
If you’re a registered voter who has lived in Wood Village for at least one
year as of November 3, 2020 you can run for City Council. The City
Council is responsible setting policies for the entire City. In addition to
policy making, the Council also sets and approves the yearly work plan, special
programs and events, and the annual City budget. Council members work closely with
the Parks and Planning Commissions, as well as the other area cities. The City
Council generally meets twice a month on the second and fourth Tuesday. There
are three positions open on the November 3rd General Election. All the paperwork
and forms are on our website, or you can stop by City Hall to learn more. The
deadline to file is 4:30pm on Tuesday, August 25th. All positions are for a 4-year
term beginning January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2025. City Council positions
are non-paid, voluntary positions.

CITY NITE OUT CANCELLED
July 17th was the planned date for the City’s annual Nite Out event. Due to COVID-19 and the state-wide
cancellation of events through September, we are sorry to announce that the Nite Out as we know it will not
occur this year. Even though we cannot be together as we have in the past, we and our community partners
are still here for you. We encourage you to get out on your driveway, lawn, or patio, and have a BBQ or
picnic on the 17th, and wave to your neighbors and friends. We’re Wood Village strong and we’re very
much looking forward to gathering with all of you again soon.

CLEANUP DAY UPDATE
Our annual June cleanup day event was postponed due to COVID-19 impacts, and we’re still working on a
new date to hold the event this fall. A date has not yet been set, and we’re looking into late September or
early October for the event. We’ll have a full update in our next newsletter in September. In the meantime,
Metro disposal sites are back open if you have immidiate disposal needs, and please visit our website, or
oregonmetro.gov to find a list of approved waste providers and dump sites for your specific item. Let’s keep
our City clean throughout the year!
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When the City first got notified by the County several
years ago that Arata Road was going to be rebuilt, we
were all really excited. Not only would this welltraveled roadway get a full upgrade with sidewalks,
but our Urban Renewal Agency saw this as an
opportunity to elevate this area of our City. By
adding new fencing along Arata Road, we would be
able to create a unified look, enhanced feel, and
create more privacy for residents along one of our
major roadways. The County was willing to allow us
to put the fence in the right-of-way, but only after

the roadway project was finished. As you know, there
were delays in completing the Arata Road construction
project, but it’s now finished, and we’re almost finished
with the fencing project. The Urban Renewal Agency
awarded the contract to Rick’s Custom Fencing, and
everything should be wrapped up this month. We’re
very thankful for the residents and property owners
along Arata Road who worked with us to make this
project a reality. With the new roadway and sidewalks,
new streets lights with Wood Village banners, and now
this fence project, Arata Road has a whole new look and
feel, and truly represents our quality community.

Ten minutes can change the next 10 years. Visit 2020census.gov to
get started. Data collected in the census will inform the distribution
of more than $675 billion in federal funds to states and communities
each year for the next 10 years for things like health care, food
assistance, and infrastructure. It’s important that we all respond to
shape the future of our communities. Learn more and respond to the
census today at 2020census.gov. Having trouble completing your
2020 Census? Schedule a time to work with Fairview and Wood
Village’s Census Coordinator at 503-674-6236.
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With all the rain, then sun, then more rain, grass and other
vegetation has grown quickly over the past several weeks. We
want to remind everyone that it is the responsibility of the property owner to maintain the outdoor areas of
their property. This also includes areas on and around sidewalks. In some cases, the sidewalk area is behind
the home. The City has sent out reminders over the last few weeks reminding residents to cut down their
grass to 10 inches or below. With summer heat approaching quickly, weeds and tall grass will start to dry out
and become fuel if a fire breaks out. To reduce risk, lawns should be mowed,
overgrown vegetation should be trimmed, and clippings and brush should be
properly disposed of. If you notice overgrown grass or vegetation in your
neighborhood, you can call 503-489-6861 or let us know through our
website by using our online reporting tool. It’s not just about having a great
looking community, it’s about our safety as
well. Thanks for your help!
Not sure what to do with all the vegetation
you just mowed and clipped? Compost at Home.
Compost is organic material that can be added to soil to help plants grow.
Food scraps and yard waste together currently make up more than 28
percent of what we throw away and should be composted instead. Making
compost keeps these materials out of landfills where they take up space and
release methane, a potent greenhouse gas.
All composting requires three basic ingredients:
Browns - This includes materials such as dead leaves, branches, and twigs.
Greens - This includes materials such as grass clippings, vegetable waste, fruit scraps, and coffee grounds.
Water - Having the right amount of water, greens, and browns is important for compost development.
Your compost pile should have an equal amount of browns to greens. You should also alternate layers of
organic materials of different-sized particles. The brown materials provide carbon for your compost, the
green materials provide nitrogen, and the water provides moisture to help break down the organic matter.
Helpful tools include pitchforks, square-point shovels, and water hoses with a spray head. Regular mixing or
turning of the compost and some water will help maintain the compost.
Select a dry, shady spot near a water source for your compost pile or bin.
Add brown and green materials as they are collected, making sure larger pieces are chopped
or shredded.
Moisten dry materials as they are added. Cover top of compost with a tarp to
keep it moist.
Once your compost pile is established, mix grass clippings and green
waste into the pile & bury fruit and vegetable waste under 10 inches of
compost material.
When the material at the bottom is dark and rich in color, your compost is ready to
use. This usually takes anywhere between two months to two years.
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We’re always evaluating the City’s
land uses and zoning to ensure that
it accurately reflects and balances
the needs, wants, and impacts of the
community. Recently, the City
Council asked staff to look at the
City’s auto repair code and uses.
The current code puts all kinds of
auto repair, maintenance, and
accessory installations in two
categories. We looked at what
lower impact uses could be put into
a new third category, and where in
the City those uses could go. We
held a workshop with the Planning
Commission and they requested that
the proposed changes go to a formal
public hearing.
Our proposed code change includes
auto repair/maintenance activities
that can be completed in an enclosed
building with little to no impacts to
adjacent uses, and which the
building design and orientation still
enables a vibrant and active area
that is pedestrian friendly.
Examples include under car work
including, suspension
parts/components, alignment, tires,
brakes, exhaust, minor repairs and
tune-ups such as oil and fluid
change, battery, and the replacement
of consumable engine items such as belts
and hoses, auto upholstery shops, auto detail
shops, and stereo and other interior and exterior accessory sales and installation.
The proposed zones for this use include our Commercial/Industrial Zone, Light and General Manufacturing
Zones, and in our Town Center. Auto related businesses and major repair is still not allowed in any
residential areas. We don’t yet have a date for the public hearing, but those with property within the
impacted zones will receive direct notice. For everyone else, keep an eye on our website for the meeting
date and information. We hope to take it to hearing later this month.
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NEW LOOK FOR
CITY CODES
We’re always working to make
information easier to find and
understand, especially on our website.
When we did a complete overhaul of
our website a couple of years ago, we
changed how the Municipal Code and
Zoning and Development Codes were
viewed. While these changes were
certainly better than how it used to
be, it still wasn’t how we wanted it to
look and function. We recently
partnered with a code publishing
company to update how the codes are
presented online. The codes are now
more easily searchable, users can
highlight, save, or print specific sections, and they are
even more accessible with custom viewing options. The codes are
still in the same spot on our website: woodvillage.municipal.codes.

GRAFFITI: REPORT IT, REMOVE IT, PREVENT IT
Graffiti sends a negative message that nobody cares which can increase the
chances of other forms of crimes in the city. Here are a few things you can do
to help prevent graffiti from appearing on your property. Keep your property
well lit, install lights on your house and yard. Trim bushes or hedges that are
overgrown to improve the visibility of your property. Lastly, if graffiti does
show up on your property report and remove it quickly.
Removing graffiti within 24 to 48 hours is ideal. Not only
does it discourage additional graffiti from occurring, but it is easier to
remove. The City offers graffiti removal kits at no-cost, and you can report
graffiti and other code violations by calling City Hall or using our online
reporting tool at woodvillageor.gov. If we all put our best effort in reporting
and removing graffiti promptly, we can become a graffiti free city.
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Now that the sun is out after an unusually rainy June
and restrictions being eased on group gathering
limitations, a lot of us will probably want to get out
of the house and find relief from the heat. We’re
sure that water play is going to be a popular escape
for many of us, so let’s take a moment to talk about
water safety. Whether you’re going to play in a
pool, lake or river, it’s important to think about
safety. Here are some helpful tips and things to keep
in mind to help you minimize risk.

BE MINDFUL OF WHERE YOU SWIM
Pools, lakes, oceans and rivers can sometimes get
contaminated by bacteria and viruses. The most
common illness is an upset stomach and will usually
go away after a few days and isn’t usually
dangerous. This can happen even in a properly
treated swimming pool because chlorine doesn’t kill
germs right away. Natural water sources, like lakes,
rivers and oceans, can get contaminated from storm
water runoff which is why we’re always reminding
people to make sure nothing dangerous goes into
our storm drains. Be mindful not to swim where
you see stormwater runoff pipes and help do your
part to protect our water. In addition, natural water
ways such as lakes and rivers can have fast running
cold water and hidden underwater hazards. The
popular Sandy River location in Troutdale will not
have any lifeguards or on-site water rescue team
this year. Please be extra careful if you decide to
cool off in a natural waterway this summer.
POOL SAFETY
With public pools being closed due to COIVD-19,
personal pools can also be a whole lot of fun, and
we want to make sure your good times don’t turn
into a tragedy. According to the Center for Disease
Control (CDC), drowning is the leading cause of
injury-related death in young children 1-4 years old.
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
launched the Pool Safely: Simple Steps to Save
Lives website (poolsafely.gov) for good information

on pool safety. The website gives these important
four pool safety steps.
Always watch children in and around the
water & designate an adult Water Watcher.
Teach kids how to swim.
Teach kids to stay away from drains in the
pool & make sure all drain covers are VGB
compliant.
Make sure your pool has layers of
protection: a four-sided fence, with a selfclosing, self-latching gate, alarms and a
proper cover.
FIRST AID & CPR
None of us want an emergency to happen, but if one
does, being able to provide CPR could save a life.
There are a lot of ways to get certified, but the Red
Cross is a tried and true organization to prepare you
to with lifesaving skills. You can visit their website
at redcross.org or call 503-284-1234 to see class
availability. Make sure to take the course that
includes “pediatric”, so you’re prepared to help
young children too.
SUN PROTECTION
And don’t forget, when you’re out there in the sun,
it’s important to protect yourself! The sun’s
ultraviolet rays can damage skin in as little as 15
minutes. The CDC recommends using a broadspectrum sunscreen with an SPF of at least 15.
Remember to reapply when you get out of the
water!
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In our last newsletter, we stated that Williams
Dame was a Platinum Community Partner for
events. In fact, the correct name is Atkins
Dame Inc. which is the developer responsible
for the Byway mixed-use project in Wood
Village. We’re sorry about the error, and very much
appreciative of Atkins Dame Inc’s generosity and support.

Summer 2020 Policies in Response to COVID-19
“Our Plan to Ensure a Safe, Fun Summer
for all our Participants in the Community”
Based on state and local guidelines, PlayEast may not offer in person summer
camp programs. Instead, PlayEast worked with providers and instructors to
create virtual classes. As local guidelines on physical distancing, gathering size
limits and youth activities change, this may change accordingly. While this
summer will be run differently than our traditional camp season, our goal is to
provide a fun, skill-building experience for each child that improves their
confidence and instills a passion for an active lifestyle. More than ever, safety is
our top priority this summer! PlayEast will strive to make the best decisions
based on the unique conditions and guidelines in our community.
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