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We called the Year in Review last year the year of
transition and new beginnings and that trend
continued through 2019. In addition to City
Council and staff changes, City Hall offices moved
to a temporary location and the old City Hall
building was demolished. We are also experiencing
development not seen since the late 1990’s and
early 2000’s with new residential and commercial
projects underway. Even with all the changes,
some things remain the same. Ensuring quality
utility services, putting on amazing
events, and making Wood Village
truly a special place to call home continues to be the City’s primary focus.
Mayor Timothy Clark loved Wood Village and gave countless hours of his time to
the City and its residents. He especially liked talking with residents and visitors
about what we could be doing better. Mayor Clark resigned just after the New
Year to focus on battling his cancer and unfortunately passed away on July 30th.
We miss him greatly, but his legacy of desiring the best for everyone in Wood
Village continues.
Following Mayor Clark’s resignation, the
City Council elected then Council President T.
Scott Harden to be the new Mayor of Wood
Village. Mayor Harden brings a dedication to
service, years of management experience
and a desire to make Wood Village a
wonderful place to live.
The City Council also welcomed two
new local leaders this past year.
Councilor John Miner was sworn into office
in January, and Councilor Brian Loy was
appointed to the Council in May. Both have
done a lot of work catching up on all the projects
and priorities facing the community, and they have
been great additions to the City Council.
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There were several staffing changes this past year at City Hall. From utility workers to office workers, and
even the City Manager, there were many changing faces at City Hall. While Will Jones, DeAnn Riggs,
Randy Lauer, Kesha Villaca, and Bill Peterson left the organization, Erica Olivares, Kyler Roberts, Garrett
Winterbottom, and Brian Kidder joined our team. Greg Dirks, the City’s former HR and Records Manager
was appointed by the Council as the City Manager to take over for Bill who retired in November. You can
read more about Greg’s story later in the newsletter.
It’s not just the people inside City Hall that changed this past
year, City Hall itself changed. For over two years the City
worked with developer Williams Dame to purchase and
redevelop the site of the former City Hall building. The goal
was not to get a new City Hall, but rather to develop the nearly
six acres of prime land in the City. The transaction closed in
June, and construction of the new development is well
underway. The project is expected to be completed in May of
2021 and will add 173 high-quality housing units to our City
along with over 10,000 square feet of commercial space along Halsey.
We will remain in our current temporary location at 23335 NE Halsey for another year as we build the new
City Hall. While the plans for the new City Hall are not yet finished, it is being designed with a community
first mindset to include space for residents to rent and use for their own gatherings and events such as
reunions, weddings, birthdays, and other celebrations.
We saw the completion of Riverwood South this past year. That
development added 44 homes to the Town Center, adjacent to the
existing Riverwood neighborhood. Another 7 homes and
approximately 750 sq ft of commercial space were added along
Halsey, just west of the Bottle Drop. Other development in
process includes the Vista View multifamily development at 240th
and Halsey. This project is expected to get underway in early
2020 and will add 63 high-end residential units to the City’s
housing inventory; allowing more people to call Wood Village
home.
It’s not just about making something special for new residents, we have also been working on some exciting
projects for those that have called Wood Village home for years, if not decades. We undertook a façade
enhancement feasibility study this past summer for the area along 238th between Halsey and Arata Road.
238th is the most traveled street in the City, which makes it our front door for thousands of people. The
purpose of the study was to look at options that beautify, protect, and enhance this area for the residents that
live there, as well as those who drive, walk, or bike through the area. There are a lot of great options in
developing a program, and we will identify a couple pilot projects by summer of 2020.
The Main Streets on Halsey project is entering its next phase. This collaborative effort with Fairview and
Troutdale creates a shared vision for the Halsey corridor and identifies opportunities to make Halsey Street a
unique and vibrant place for residents, businesses, and visitors. The three cities, along with Multnomah
County and Metro, have worked with community members and stakeholders to develop recommendations to
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encourage new investment and make the corridor safer for
people walking, biking and driving. Twenty-one sites along the
corridor are identified as likely to develop in the next two to ten
years, adding new housing and jobs to the corridor. Cascadia
Partners will work with the cities to develop a detailed
property analysis for specific catalyst sites, identify and
remove obstacles to site development, and assist in the
creation of a streamlined and unified zoning and development
code for the corridor.

We have also taken part in the largest public broadband feasibility study in the county! By partnering with
Multnomah County and the cities of Portland, Gresham, Fairview, and Troutdale, we will be able to obtain
great data and information on the feasibility of a public broadband
network. With so many technological advances, privacy concerns,
open access, and the need for connectivity, many see broadband as
an essential public service. We will have the results in the spring
of 2020, with next steps following later in the year.
The Donald Robertson Park is receiving a facelift at its entry,
and we wrapped up the design for a new area of the park to
hopefully be built in 2020. The entry enhancements were part
of the Gorge Hub network improvements to enhance the guest
experience at the park by adding formal plaza spaces, increasing
ADA access, and developing place-making and branding for the park and City. We
designed a nature play area in the southern portion of the park near the Hawthorne entrance. The
enhancements will include a formal trailhead at Hawthorne, and a combination of natural areas and play
elements made from natural materials to help kids play with their imagination by building forts, getting dirty,
and exploring what nature has to offer. We are also in the final stages of purchasing 4.6 acres of new park
space near the Town Center. This new park facility will have a lot more natural space for wildlife and native
vegetation, and will include walking paths, educational signage, and picnic areas. We are early in the design
of this facility, and we hope to wrap up the design work in mid to late 2020.
We completed two major roadway projects this past year.
The main project was the complete rebuild of Cedar Lane.
While the roadway was in okay condition, we needed to
replace the aging plastic water line with ductile iron, add a
new storm line to replace a difficult to maintain storm line
that was behind the homes along Cedar Lane and Maple
Blvd., and complete some repairs to the sewer system. In
all, we really ripped up the roadway for these underground
improvements. The project took a bit longer than
anticipated, but the residents along Cedar Lane were very
understanding and wonderful to work with. This project added a lot of value
to our utility systems and took a road that was okay to great. We also enhanced Maple Blvd. by doing some
spot repairs, sealed all the cracks and put down a slurry over the entire roadway. This kind of treatment
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should be done every five to ten years to help protect the life of the asphalt surface and get more years of life
out of the roadway. We have several other roadway projects planned for 2020, and they are all funded by the
Street Utility Fee.
We once again hosted a full calendar of events this past year. The
event season started with our annual Easter Egg Hunt. This was
the 31st year of the event, and we had 31,000 eggs to celebrate.
Kids from around the region gathered up the eggs, got their face
painted, and met the Easter Bunny. A great time was had by
all, and we cannot wait to see what the 32nd year will have in
store. Our annual Garage Sale weekend, and Cleanup Day was
another hit. While participation was down on the garage sale event
compared to previous years, the cleanup event was huge. We brought the
event back to the Wood Village Baptist Church, and we collected nearly 10 tons of stuff despite the
construction on Arata. Look for the event again next June!
Our annual Nite Out event celebrated its 21st year this past July. This event which focuses on public safety
and social services was again jointly hosted by the City, the Wood Village Baptist Church, and the
Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office. The event was full of food, fun,
interactive demonstrations, and activities for all. We could not do the event
without our partners, and we are looking forward to seeing what next year’s
event has in store. We continued to grow and expand our Pumpkin Fest
event. This was the fourth year of the event, and it was bigger than ever.
Guests loved our pumpkin chucker, and so many people attended that we
actually ran out of pumpkins this year. Luckily, we had Aztec dancers as
well as Dia de los Muertos activities and dancers to help entertain all those
who attended. This event has quickly grown to be a community favorite,
and we have even more ideas for next year.
Our event season ended with the 10th annual Tree Lighting. The event
was held at the Town Center at the plaza near Fred Meyer. The event
attracted hundreds of guests who all enjoyed hot beverages and cookies.
A polar bear and Santa also made a visit to greet all the children. As with
all our events, we have even more ideas to grow and improve the event for next year. Our
events help make Wood Village a special place for all those who live, work, and visit our great community.
We could not have put on as many events as we did this past year without the help of our community
partners and volunteers. We want to give a big Thank You to all those who helped make these events
possible in 2019, and we hope to continue our partnerships in 2020.
In all, 2019 was a continuation of transition and change that we saw in 2018, and the changes will keep
coming in 2020. The above-mentioned items are only a fraction of what was completed this past year. The
City remains focused on providing essential services like clean water, quality utilities, public safety, and
building services. We have a quality and professional staff at City Hall, and we would not be able to provide
the basic services or work to create the Wood Village of tomorrow without them. Thank you to all who
made 2019 a great year for Wood Village, and we are looking forward to seeing what 2020 has in store.
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It’s an absolute honor and privilege to be named the City Manager for the City of Wood Village. I have
been with the City for 11 years and have enjoyed every minute of it. I grew up in Wood Village, and I
remember playing in the park, attending the Easter Egg Hunt, and even attending our first Nite Out event
which was actually held at the former house of Council President Smith. During those childhood years I
never thought I would be responsible for ensuring that the entire community is well served, feels valued,
and has the opportunity to be engaged, but that’s where I am, and I couldn’t be happier about it.
After graduating from Reynolds High School, I went into auto repair specializing in paint and custom
work. I soon realized that while I enjoyed the work, it did not feel fulfilling and I decided to pursue a
different career path. I went back to school and earned my Bachelor’s in Public Policy and Administration
from Western Oregon University. After graduating, I spent a brief time in Fairview before being selected
for my former position of HR and Records Manager here at Wood Village. As HR and Records Manager,
I got to be part of a lot of different projects and initiatives. I helped lead our graffiti removal program,
oversaw the revisions to the sign and nuisance code, worked on the façade program feasibility evaluation,
and coordinated all the City events. My work varied a lot from day to day and involved a lot more than
just HR duties and records.
While still being employed full-time here, I also attended the University of Southern California to complete
my Master of Public Administration. For the two years prior to being named the City Manager, I was also
the half-time acting City Manager as former City Manager Bill Peterson transitioned to half-time prior to
his formal retirement in November. This combination of experience and education has helped me be an
effective community servant and team leader. That experience paid off when the Council put together the
recruitment process for this position. The Council hired an executive
recruitment firm that conducted a nationwide search for the new City
Manager. Out of the 31 applicants, the Council narrowed the field to
four. After multiple interviews and interview panels with the
Council, community members, and area professionals, I was
honored to have been selected.
While I no longer live in Wood Village, I still call it home as my
parents are here. You can even find me walking to their house
around lunch time most days. I enjoy talking with residents and
guests along my walks, and it helps me get a better sense of what
is going on in the community. When not at work, I enjoy pinball,
working on my Camaro, and spending time with my wife
gardening, going to the beach, or spending time at Disney. Wood
Village is a special place for me, and I take the responsibility of
operating the place where you call home seriously.
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The City says goodbye to Randy
Lauer, Utility Worker II. He joined
the City of Wood Village team in
February 2012 with an extensive public works
background specific to municipal water systems. In 2013, he
spearheaded the recycling of old water meters. Not only providing funds
back to Public Works but also creating valuable workspace and
storage. As a lifelong resident in East Multnomah County,
Randy was dedicated to serving the community and supporting
the City’s mission, values, and goals over his 7 years with the City. Thanks
for your service and best wishes for your future career path!
Only a short time with the City, Utility Worker I, Kesha Villaca gained
experience working with municipal water, sanitary sewer, and storm water.
She provided assistance during water meter relocates to accommodate the
Arata Road construction. Kesha was eager to learn and jump-in to projects.
Thanks for your contributions and may your career path bring success.

Garrett Winterbottom joins the City of Wood Village team as Public
Works Utility Worker 1. He comes from the City of Gresham Storm
Water division. He was born in Portland and raised in the Gresham area.
Garrett attended school in the Barlow-Gresham School district,
graduating from Sam Barlow Highschool. He continued his education at
Mt. Hood Community College where he received an Associate Degree in
Business. Garrett enjoys being outdoors and his hobbies include golfing,
hunting and fishing. He could not be happier to be a part of the Wood
Village utility team and is very excited to serve the community. If you see
Garret out and about—Say Hello.
Kyler Roberts has joined the City of Wood Village team as
our new Engineering Technician. He is a recent graduate of
the Civil Engineering program at Oregon State University and eager to
demonstrate classroom theory in the field. He is jumping-in with both
feet as development continues throughout the city with utility plan
review and site inspections. He grew up in the Portland area and
attended Reynolds High School in East Multnomah County. Kyler
enjoys purchasing books, occasionally starting them, and sometimes
even finishing one. He is also fond of trivia, games, and taking long
walks. If you see Kyler out and about, stop and say Hi.
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Despite the rain and cold, hundreds of people gathered at the Wood Village Town Center
on Saturday, December 7th to take part in the 10th annual tree lighting event. The crowd
watched as the 26 foot tree was lit and was treated to free hot chocolate and cookies
while they listened to the Walt Morey Middle School choir or got their photo taken with
a polar bear. Santa stopped by to take pictures with all the kids and to help spread
some holiday cheer. We would like to thank Cire Equity which helped arrange the
delivery and setup of the tree, the Walt Morey Middle School choir, AAA of Oregon,
Fred Meyer, and Platinum community partners Advanced Metal and Wire, and
Walmart, and Bronze community partner The Confederated Tribes of the Grand
Ronde for making this event possible. We hope you were able to enjoy the tree
during the Holiday Season and look for an even bigger event next year!

Our efforts to improve and increase the recreational opportunities at
the Donald Robertson Park continue. As you may have seen, we
have been making great progress on the Gorge Hub entry
improvements. This project, which enhances ADA access,
creates increased plaza space, and adds new amenities like a
bike fix-it station is part of the 70-mile US 30 trail system that
goes from Wood Village to The Dalles. Not only will this
project better serve all our residents, but it will also be part of an
international travel destination. Construction is well underway and
is expected to be completed by the end of January.
We have competed the draft design for
the Hawthorne Trailhead and Nature
Play Area as part of our efforts to
enhance the Donald Robertson Park.
This project develops a couple of
underutilized acres of the south-west
part of the park and includes a formal
trailhead off Hawthorne Ave and creates
new recreational opportunities for kids
and adults. Please join our team on
January 21, 2020, 6:00 pm at the Wood
Village Baptist Church to see the draft plans and to provide feedback to our City staff on this great project.
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Preparing for unpredictable
winter weather events can
help keep you & your
family safe, as well as help
prevent property damage.

Clear storm drains and leaves that are in front of your home. The City’s crew works tirelessly to keep roads
and storm drains clear, but you can help. Before a large rain event, remove leaves that accumulate near the
curb. Leaves and other debris that wash to the drain often get caught in the grate. A simple swipe with a rake
will help improve the water flow. Also, try not to park on or too close to a storm drain. Not only could this
block the drain, but it prevents emergency access if there is a backup in the system. If you live near a storm
ditch, call and let us know if there is a large accumulation of debris or garbage before it rains. City crews
pulled out tarps, basketballs, shopping carts and other large items during rain event over the last 5 years.
Avoid walking or driving through a flooded area. It only takes a few inches of moving water to knock you
off your feet, and a few feet of water to move a car. Flooded streets and other areas may
also be hiding a sinkhole or washed out roadway. When in doubt,
turn around.
As always, have your emergency kit handy. Large storms can
knock-out power or restrict access to food and other services.
During snow and ice events, City crews will be plowing and
sanding. First priority will be hills and intersections. An
emergency kit should have at least enough food and water for
each person for three days. Get informed and be prepared.
Have a safe winter.

Welcome to 2020, and while 2019 was not a graffiti free year, we made great progress this past
decade. Back in 2010 we had a fair amount of graffiti, and no systematic reporting tools or
cleanup options. Since then, we have launched a robust graffiti free campaign that has dramatically
reduced graffiti around our community. We even successfully prosecuted several graffiti vandals
over the past few years. There were very few graffiti incidents around the community in 2019.
The graffiti that did occur was removed promptly by property owners and City staff. We want to
encourage the community to keep doing their part by removing and reporting graffiti within 24 to
48 hours. The City offers new and enhanced graffiti removal kits at no-cost! You may also report
graffiti and other code violations by calling City Hall or using our online reporting tool at
www.WoodVillageor.gov. Here’s to a Graffiti Free 2020 decade!
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Some items are creating confusion for recyclers in Multnomah Counties. If you recycle at home
or work, check
to make sure you're recycling right. It
won’t take long, but it will make a difference for the environment.
Please keep these items out of the recycle bin:
Plastic takeout containers, utensils, cups, lids and straws
Plastic produce containers for berries,
snacks and other items
Plastic shopping bags and produce bags
Hot drink cups and takeout boxes
Envelopes with bubble wrap
Packaging for printer paper
Frozen food boxes

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS
FOR CENSUS 2020
With the New Year underway, the cities of Fairview and Wood
Village will be ramping up preparations for the coming 2020
Census. Over the next few months, we plan to train 50 volunteers
that will lead education efforts in our community about the Census.
Please join us for our first volunteer training on January 25th from 10AM to 12:30PM at Fairview
Community Center, 300 Harrison St, Fairview, OR 97024. Light snacks and childcare will be provided.
RSVP with Cristal Otero, Census Coordinator, oteroc@ci.fairview.or.us / 503-674-6236.
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