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2016 was a great year for Wood Village. Our finances are stable, secure, and we are 100% debt free. We
had a tremendous amount of support from our volunteers and community partners such as the Multnomah
County Sheriff’s Office, and Gresham Fire. The City’s staff and Council were able to achieve many great
things.
One of our main achievements this past year was all the planning and community outreach regarding the
Town Center Master Plan update. This effort has resulted in several hundred comments from over 300
different people.
I want to give a special thanks to the members of the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde. Not only
have they removed the old dog track building, but they have been great partners in this planning process.
They invited the entire Council to their Tribal Headquarters where
we got to learn more about their culture,
history, and commitment to building
quality developments. That meeting
meant a lot to me, as well as the
rest of the Council and staff. I
think we have developed a
great partnership with the
Tribes, and we are all looking
forward to what will develop
at that site. It will surely put
Wood Village on the map, and be
something the entire community and
region can be proud of in the years to come.
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Speaking of development in the Town Center, Fred Meyer completed a full remodel of their store this year,
and gave it some Wood Village touches. Auto Zone built a whole new building in just under 90 days. There
has also been interest in the old El Pollo Loco building. A design review and parking variance has been
approved for an IHOP restaurant at that location. In other parts of town, Brasher’s Auto Auction completed
their expansion project, and then was sold to ADESA Auto Auctions. Luckily,
many of their employees remained through the transition, and they are still a great
community partner. We had GrovTec locate to the City, and with it came over 80
jobs and a five-million dollar investment. They completed their relocation efforts
just in time to celebrate their 10th anniversary. KCR Manufacturing also invested
more into their business, and were granted enterprise zone benefits for their
expansion project. Lastly, the Beanarino’s Coffee trailer is gone. After 20 years
of business, the owner decided to sell. What we have in its place is a brand new
coffee shop, Caffeinated Coffee Culture. The new building looks great, and
just opened last month.
To make sure that we can handle all this new and future development, we
completed the last major project for our sewer collection system. We
upgraded the sewer line in Halsey Street from 8 to 12 inches, giving the City
the needed capacity at buildout. We saved for this investment for five years,
and were able to complete it without
any debt. That project, along with
the completion of our Shea lift
station improvement ensures
that the City is ready for the future.
We rehabilitated the gateway features along 238th this
past summer making for a dramatic and beautiful entry
into our City. We made additional investments in the park
this year as well. We expanded the wetlands which
enhanced the natural beauty of the trail system, and also
diverted the water away from the trail. The arboretum was
expanded and enhanced this
year as well. Not only are there
more specimen trees, but a pathway has been
constructed through the newly planted trees. Each tree has a marker
indicating the species, and I really can’t wait to see what the arboretum
looks like in 20 years. We cleaned up and moved our Confluence stone
that had nearly been lost to time, into a more prominent location near the
gazebo. If you have not seen this stone, I encourage you to take a look.
We also built a new welcome sign in the park. This sign includes an
overview map of the key features in the park, as well as the rules and
regulations. There is also information on the Gorge Hub network which
the City is part of. This network stretches from Wood Village all the way
to The Dalles, and will surely bring many more visitors to the City. We
have implemented a Parks SDC, so as our City continues to grow, so can
our parks systems. We, along with the City of Fairview are also in the
middle of a recreation program evaluation study. The results of this study
will help determine what kinds of recreational opportunities exist, and how
we may help provide some of those activities.
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We grew and enhanced our events this year, and
pulled off more events and activities than any other
year. We started off with another egg-ceptional
Easter Egg Hunt that attracted over 2,500 people.
We then had our first annual City wide garage sale
event which had great participation from residents
and businesses. What people couldn’t sell, they
were able to drop-off at the City’s cleanup event
the following weekend. We collected over 15
tons of junk and 160 tires. We also hosted a
series of free educational workshops this past
spring including basic budgeting, communication skills, and
tenant’s rights. The Sheriff’s Office hosted the 3rd annual Youth Police Academy, and helped
us put on another successful Nite Out event this past July. Over 3,000 people attended this public safety
and community event. We had a new fall event this year, the Great Pumpkin Fest. There were over 300
jack-o-lanterns on display, including three great
pumpkins weighing over 500 pounds each! Several
hundred people came out for this new event, and
we are looking to expand it next year. Our
Citizen’s Police Academy had its 12th annual
program, and we want to thank Sgt. White from
the Sheriff’s Office for making this another great
success. We wrapped up our events for the season
with our 7th annual tree lighting ceremony last
month. A record crowd joined us at City Hall to
light our 85 foot tree which was lit through
December. We have many outstanding events
and activities for such a small community, and I
want to thank each and every person, organization, and business that
helped make these events possible including Wal-Mart, the Wood Village 76 Station, the Wood
Village Baptist Church, Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office, and Emilio Inc.
Now, I’d like to take a moment to talk about a great man and visionary of Wood Village. Mayor Donald Lee
Robertson was a key figure in this City who unfortunately passed away a few months ago. Don moved to
Wood Village at the age of 18, and was elected to serve on the City Council in
1979. Even though he left the Council after his term expired at the end of
2000, he never stopped serving the community. For 37 consecutive years
Don volunteered to help make this a better City. From serving on the
Budget Committee and Parks Commission, Don did what he could to
make a better Wood Village. Up until recently, he could still be seen at
events helping out where he could, and talking with residents and
friends. Donald Robertson helped shape our community, and impacted
so many lives. A plaque will be installed in the arboretum dedicating a
very special rugged ridge maple tree to Don. The tree is planted on top
of a small hill overlooking the park that he loved so much, a visual
permanent reminder of a great man.
Don loved this community, and there is a lot of excitement about what is in
store for the City in the coming year. As I mentioned earlier, the Town Center
Master Plan will be finalized this spring, which will give us a renewed vision and direction for this very
important site. There is also a new neighborhood being planned between Lowes and Riverwood which will
bring increased energy to the Town Center. The new development at Gresham Vista and the Troutdale
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Industrial sites will more than likely have spillover effects for the City. We are in a great position to
accommodate more housing, office space, restaurants, and retail businesses. As the tide rises in our
neighboring communities, Wood Village will be poised for significant change. The City will also have a new
partner for our building inspection services. Due to changes at the State Building Codes Agency, our long
term contract provider Building Codes Consultancy, will no longer be providing inspection services for the
City. We have contracted with the City of Gresham to handle all of our inspection needs, and I am confident
they will do an outstanding job for us
I know I have said this many times over the past couple of years, but Arata Road will be built this year. All
the easements are in place, and construction is supposed to start this spring. Sandy Blvd just west of
Walmart is scheduled to be rebuilt with full sidewalks as well. We are also working on a new trail
connection from City Hall to the Fairview Woods Wetlands Park which will provide for a new connection
point without walking along Halsey St. Thanks to some community development grant money, we are not
only looping our water system, but we will be adding three fire hydrants to the Wood Village Green Mobile
Home park providing some much needed fire protection for these residents. We are also going to be making
our next big investment in our roads this coming year. While our pavement index rated very well, we know
we have to reinvest in our streets while they are still in good shape. We are completely rebuilding Stanley
Street which was one of our lowest rated streets. We will rebuild it from the utilities up, ensuring that this
roadway will be in good condition for many decades to come. It’s surely going to be an exciting 2017 for
Wood Village. I couldn’t be happier or more excited to serve such a great community.

On December 3rd, City Hall was transformed into a wonderland of lights and
festivities during the 7th annual Tree Lighting event. The rain held off
as we lit our famous 85’ fir tree, along with City Hall, and other
smaller trees for the season. Unfortunately, the ice storm in
mid-December damaged the lights on the top-third of the
large tree. Guests who attended the event were greeted
with
music
from
the Reynolds
High School Expressions
Choir, free hot chocolate from
U.S. World Class Taekwondo,
and cookies and candy canes. All the
children who attended the event even received a free
book from Kohl’s, and the event wrapped up with a
visit from Santa who was delivered by Gresham Fire.
There was a record crowd at the event, and we hope
you all were able to enjoy the lights and decorations.
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Mayor Patricia Smith ran unopposed for City Council position number Two, and City Council President Tim
Clark ran unopposed for position number 5.
Trenton Scott Harden chose not to run again,
and no one filed for position number 3.
Election results verified that both unopposed
candidates have renewed four year terms. The
City has been well served by both Councilor
Clark and Mayor Smith over the last four years,
and their re-election will assure continuity and
positive initiatives in the four years ahead.
In the surprise of the election, Trenton Scott
Harden received a total of nine write in votes for
City Council position number 3. That was a
sufficient number of votes to constitute a positive
election result.
Councilor Harden has accepted the election to
the position, and will renew his pledge to service
in Wood Village for an additional four year term.
Councilor Harden provided a statement:
“I had a plan to devote the time to other things, but few things make me happier than serving
my city. I have been at the work since 2011. I have done a reasonably good job of
understanding everything the staff, Citizens, county and state put before our council. I have
not regretted one vote that I cast. I do regret not being more proactive. I respond well to the
issues brought before me but I haven’t really brought a lot of issues to the council, staff or
region. I want to correct that this time around. I want to help bring jobs to East County.
Specifically to the Wood Village Urban Renewal District and the Fairview/Wood Village
Enterprise Zone.”
With Councilor Harden’s acceptance of the position, the City Council in Wood Village will be the same
dedicated group currently serving our residents.

While many of the City’s streets are in good or excellent condition, there are some areas that would benefit
from additional work. Sections of Stanley St. and Holt Ct. are in need of a full rebuild. To assist us with the
project, the City hired Firwood Design Group in Troutdale to help determine the most cost effective
solutions. In addition to fixing the roadway, we are also making improvements to the utilities under the
street. The current waterline will be replaced with ductile iron for increased longevity.
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The estimate for this project is $242,000. That includes completely
rebuilding the severely damaged roadway areas, replacing the waterline, and
completing a full asphalt overlay over both streets. While we do not have a
set timeline as of yet, we hope to start construction this coming April.
There are obviously many additional details to work out going forward
such as garbage and debris pick-ups, traffic detours, residential and
emergency vehicle access, but these items and others will be worked out
well in advance of the project. We will work to give advance notice to
affected residents, and every effort will be made to reduce the amount
of day-to-day interruptions. This will be another great project that will
ensure that your investments in the roadway and utility system are put
to the best use possible.

The City is considering a number of potential revisions to the Sign Code, and will be holding a public
hearing in early February in front of the Planning Commission for their recommendation to the City Council.
There was an open-house on the proposed revisions this past November, and we made a number of revisions
based on the feedback received at that meeting. We want to encourage all business representatives and
interested people to review the proposed changes prior to the Public Hearing. The revisions can be viewed at
City Hall, and on our webpage.
Key elements of the proposed changes include:





Enabling Electronic Message Center Signs
Enabling A-Frame, feather, & inflatable signs
Revised standards for banners
Updated code format

The City’s sign code specifies the when, where, how, and style of all signs in the City. The intent of the
code update is to make the sign code current with best practices, and easier for business owners and
developers to follow and understand. We are happy to meet with business representatives prior to the Public
Hearing to specifically review how the changes may affect their business. Please call or email Greg at 503489-6854 or GregD@ci.Wood-Village.or.us to make an appointment.

THE GRAFFITI FREE ZONE
There was another decline in graffiti in 2016. Overall, there were very few
incidents of graffiti around the community. The graffiti that we did have was
removed quickly by property owners and the City. In addition to graffiti, reports of
illegal dumping were also reduced for 2016. Abandoned shopping carts remain an issue,
and we did have an increase in graffiti the last few weeks of December. As we move
into 2017, we want to encourage all of you to keep up the good work by quickly
removing graffiti, using our online notification tool to let us know about graffiti, illegal
dumping, or abandoned shopping carts, and keeping your property clean and well
maintained. We will continue to do our part in 2017, and a big thank you to all those who took the time to
clean up graffiti and our community in 2016. Here’s for a graffiti free 2017!
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Funding from the Community Planning and Development grant from Metro has been provided to a three city
program to evaluate and provide a new perspective to the Halsey Street area from 207th to the Sandy River
(including the Historic Columbia River Highway segment through Troutdale). The grant is to the City of
Fairview with a scope to perform a corridor analysis and develop an economic development strategic plan
along this segment of Halsey. The project has been identified as “Main Streets on Halsey”, to recognize that
all three Cities have Halsey passing through their communities as a potential main street.
Along with identifying opportunities along the corridor for all three communities, three key questions are
posed in the process:
1. What kind of place do we want the Halsey Corridor to become and how do we get there?
2. What tools and changes do we need to develop to enable this vision to become reality?
3. How will each community proceed to develop implementation programs that are both collaborative
and distinctive?
In October about fifty folks attended a community workshop to begin discussions to reply to these key
questions. Along with some specific guidance on the need for safe pedestrian crossing of the roadway, there
were mostly ideas floated on possibilities. Work on refining these concepts and developing a plan will kick
off again in January. The map below is fully described on the web site, and generally identifies a series of
suggestions from the residents that attended the community meeting.

Residents interested in the project can get more information at www.mainstreetshalsey.com. If you would
like to register your opinion on Halsey development, you can take the survey on the web page, or you can
contact any of your representatives on the committee including Mayor Smith, City Council President Tim
Clark, Planning Commissioner Stan Dirks, Urban Renewal Board Member Steven Morasch, or our staff
members participating in the work, City Manager Bill Peterson and Public Works Director Scott Sloan. You
can call us at 503.667.6211, or send an e-mail to: City@ci.Wood-Village.or.us.
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The Cities of Wood Village and Fairview are examining the potential for developing a combined recreation
program. The work to determine if a sustainable and community supported program can be developed began
with a community survey attempting to determine the range and depth of community need and commitment
to recreation. Our steering committee wants to express our thanks to all our community members for your
participation in the assessment phase of our Two Cities Recreation Program. We received 232 survey
responses that showed overwhelming support for a recreation program in our area. The top ten activities
areas of interest listed in order are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Intergenerational and family activities
Community events
Fitness classes
Educational opportunities
Music programs

Comments included:

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Soccer
Basketball
Art classes
Nature related classes or tours
Performing arts

“I would love to see a community center that focuses on all
ages; The recreation plan should include opportunities for
teenagers to volunteer in the program; Community theatre and
band/music ensembles; Group fitness and kids dance would
be awesome; A community theatre would be great; An
outdoor performance space; Teenagers need physical and fun
activities. Gaming, movies, hiking trips, and cooking would
also be good; Family activities and support would be ideal;
Movies, storytelling, finger painting and art; Aerobics or
weight training; A tennis program would be great; We need
an off-leash dog park; a skate park would be great...

On a lighter note, a survey
administered to Ms. Zane
ReBloom’s first grade glass at
Woodland Elementary
included these gems:

We look forward to your comments moving forward as we fashion the proposed program.
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The final right of way acquisitions needed by the County has now been authorized by the Multnomah County
Commission. Project plans and specifications are being completed, and the project is ready for bid and
construction this spring.

Multnomah County representatives indicate that we will have meetings with the property owners along Arata
when we have a contractor selected and we are ready to begin discussing the staging of the construction.
Property owners along Arata are reminded that the Wood Village Urban Renewal Agency (WVURA) has
pledged to complete the construction of new fencing along the Arata Road frontage when the roadway work
is complete.
The Agency has indicated that fencing would be constructed for selected properties along Arata Road. In
general, any existing board fence, picket fence, or similar fencing type will be offered the opportunity to
have the Agency purchase and install one of two separate fencing types. As proposed, the Agency would ask
property owners to enter into two agreements with the Agency to allow the fencing to be installed. One
would permit the Agency, and the approved contractor, the right to remove existing fencing (salvaged for the
property owner if they wish) and install a new fence. The second agreement would convey the finished
fence to the property owner with the obligation to maintain the fence. The Agency would pay for the fencing
and the installation if the property owner agrees to the easement and to accept the fence for long term
maintenance.
The Agency does not intend to provide any fencing where none currently exists, simply to replace existing
fencing. As the Arata Road project moves forward, we will be contacting property owners along the right of
way about fencing.
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The Multnomah County Roads department is
also administering a grant to reconstruct
Sandy Boulevard from 230th to 238th. This
project will complete the roadway, with
sidewalks and travel lanes added and
extending a completed Sandy Boulevard
from about the westerly driveway at
Walmart to the west to 230th.
The right of way acquisition for this project
has also been completed & is pending for
bid & construction this spring.

The Village News
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WHY RECYCLE ELECTRONICS?

Americans discard 300 million tons of electronic waste each year, and much of that still goes directly into
landfills and incinerators. Recycling these unwanted devices is better than disposal because they can contain
a variety of toxic chemicals such as lead, mercury and cadmium, used electronic products are a serious
problem in the waste stream and should be recycled.
Conserve Natural Resources

Reduces Gashouse Emissions

Electronics contain valuable
materials – including copper,
gold and aluminum – that can
be recycled and used in new
products. Recycling these
materials prevents the need
to extract virgin materials,
conserving natural resources.

Using recycled materials
consumes less energy than
using virgin materials to
make new products.
Because less energy is
consumed, less
greenhouse gases are
emitted. The U.S. EPA
estimates that recycling one
million computers prevents
the release of greenhouse gases
equivalent to the annual
emissions of over 17,000 cars.

Protects our Health and Environment
Electronics can contain
substances of concern, such
as lead and mercury. Ecycling protects our health
and environment by
keeping these substances
out of our landfills and
incinerators.

Supports the Community
Donating your old electronics
supports schools, lowincome families, and nonprofits by providing needed electronics.

RECYCLING LOCATIONS
Salvation Army - Gresham Thrift Store
2950 NE Hogan Dr
Gresham, OR 97030

Gresham Sanitary Service
2131 NW Birdsdale Ave
Gresham, OR 97030

Goodwill - Lamb's Thriftway/Troutdale Plaza
26942 SE Stark St
Troutdale, OR 97060

Salvation Army - Fred Meyer Drop-Off
2497 SE Burnside Rd
Gresham, OR 97080

Goodwill - Gresham
413 NE Burnside Rd
Gresham, OR 97030

Goodwill - Powell Vista
4241 SE 182nd Ave
Gresham, OR 97030
RECYCLING TIPS

Only bring computers, monitors, TVs, keyboards, mice, or desktop printers. Currently Oregon E-Cycles
does not provide free recycling of speakers, scanners or other types of electronics. Participating collection
sites may take these other devices, but may charge a fee to recycle them.
If you have large or heavy items (e.g. console TVs), please call ahead to ensure the collection site has
capacity to handle your items.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – APPLY TODAY!
BUDGET COMMITTEE
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
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City Services:

IN THIS ISSUE

Wood Village City Hall

Emergencies

911

State of the City Address
Tree Lighting Recap
Election Results
Stanley Street Update
New Sign Code Hearing
Graffiti Free Zone
Main Streets on Halsey
Recreation Survey Results
County Road Update
Winter Vehicle Ready
Electronics Recycling

503-667-6211

Mult County Sheriff
Gresham Fire Dept

503-823-3333

Water & Sewer
Building Permits

503-667-6211

Abandoned Vehicles

503-823-3333

DEQ Burning Info

503-618-3083

City Council Meetings:
Jan 10th
6:00 PM
Jan 26th
6:00 PM
Feb 16th
6:00 PM
Feb 28th
6:00 PM

City Manager Bill Peterson

Other Services:
Waste Management

503-249-8078

Animal Control

503-248-3066

Frontier

800-921-8101

Reynolds School District

503-661-7200

PGE

503-228-6322

East Metro Mediation

503-618-3247

Power outages

503-464-7777

Streetlight outages

503-736-5710

NW Natural

503-226-4212

Multnomah County Commissioner:
Diane McKeel, District 4

503-988-5213

City of Wood Village Contacts:

Mayor Patricia Smith
Council President Timothy Clark
Councilor Scott Harden
Councilor Bruce Nissen
Councilor Mark Clark

Mayor Patricia Smith

503-618-2355



President Timothy Clark



BillP@ci.wood-village.or.us
PatriciaS@ci.wood-village.or.us
TimC@ci.wood-village.or.us
ScottH@ci.wood-village.or.us
BruceN@ci.wood-village.or.us
MarkC@ci.wood-village.or.us

Scott Harden



503-489-6856
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