Parks & Recreation Commission Agenda
Meeting Date: Thursday, December 19, 2019

AGENDA
6:00 P.M.
Wood Village City Hall
23335 NE Halsey
1. Call to Order
2. Presentation: Hawthorne Nature Play Design and Trailhead
3. Wood Village Park Master Plan Update
a. City Hall Site and Plaza
b. New Town Center Park Purchase Update
4. Gorge Hub Construction Update
5. Other Business
6. Adjourn

The meeting location is wheelchair accessible. This information is available in large print
upon request. To request large-print documents or for accommodations such as assistive
listening device, sign language, and/or oral interpreter, please call (503) 667-6211 at least
two working days in advance of the meeting. (TDD 1-800-735-2900).

Parks Commission Staff Report
Meeting Date: December 19, 2019

TO:

Parks and Recreation Commission

FROM:
Authored by:

Greg Kirks: City Manager
John Niiyama: Public Works Director

DATE:

December 19, 2019

SUBJECT:

Hawthorne Trailhead & Natural Playground Design

Requested Parks and Recreation Commission Action
Acceptance of the Hawthorne Trailhead & Natural Playground Design and
recommendation to proceed with community outreach on the design, and pending the
outcome of the outreach, take the project to the City Council to proceed with the project.

Background
One of the larger projects identified in the adopted 2018 Parks Master Plan Update for
Donald Robertson Park is the creation of a new nature enhancement area and nature
playground in an undeveloped section of the park. During the creation of the 2015 Parks
Master Plan, residents voiced their desire to have more nature trails and viewing areas.
One of the most cost-effective measures to increase recreational opportunities in the
park is to enhance underutilized park space. There are over three undeveloped acres at
the end of Hawthorne Ave that have been identified as prime locations for the nature
enhancement and play areas. The updated plan also includes improvements to the
current park entrance at Hawthorne Ave. The intent is to develop these areas in a style
that fits the current theme of the park and enhance the recreational offerings to park
guests. The City was awarded a grant for the project from the Land and Water
Conservation Fund through the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department in the
amount of $45,819.50. This project is also identified in the adopted 2019/2020 Annual
Performance Plan.
Hawthorne Trailhead Access - The trailhead access from Hawthorne would provide
minimal parking opportunities to allow uses of the park that are underutilized at this
time. The trailhead access would also provide a turn-around for service and emergency
response vehicles.
Natural Habitat Park The habitat park will be developed on a vacant section of
land which has existing “wet” areas on the ground. This proposal will be designed for
educational and enjoyment purposes and would encompass a natural habitat area with

select native vegetation, tree logs and informational signage with a boardwalk running
through it that connects to a trail leading to the playground.
Natural Playground - The development of a natural playground would be constructed
to appeal to children of any age group in the community and visitors to the park. The
natural playground would incorporate the use of natural elements, such as boulders,
rocks, sand, soil, wood, and indigenous vegetation as integral parts of the play
experience and encourage guests to play in the dirt and use their imagination for their
park experience. The location of the playground will be east of Treehill/Cottonwood
Condominium property.
Per Resolution 19-2019 the design contract award was awarded to WSP (formerly
BergerABAM) which completed the Parks Master Plan Update in 2018.

Fiscal Impact
WSP to provide construction estimate by 12-19-2019 and 100% design drawings.

Alternatives
•
•
•

Accept design and recommend City Council to adopt and move forward with
community outreach.
Reject the design proposal and work with WSP to produce design alternatives.
Recommend to the City Council to not move forward with recommendation of the
project.

City Goal
The adoption of the updated Citywide Parks Master plan would support City Council
Goal 3: High quality, cost effective public utilities, parks and events.

Recommendation
The City staff recommendation is to accept the Hawthorne Trailhead & Natural
Playground Design as presented, support the Parks Master Plan, and move forward
with community meetings.

“I move to accept the Hawthorne Trailhead & Natural Playground Design and
recommendation to City Council to proceed with the project including public outreach.”

Parks Commission Memorandum
Upcoming and Pending Projects

Parks Memorandum 2-2019
TO:

Parks Commission

FROM:
Greg Dirks: City Manager
Authored by: John Niiyama: HR/Records Manager
DATE:

December 19, 2019

SUBJECT:

Parks Master Plan and Park Projects

Background
1-2019 Memorandum was provided September 2019. Provide information related to the Parks
Master Plan and upcoming Park Projects.

New City Hall Site
For nearly eight months, we attempted to identify sites for our new building. The sites we found
were either not in the market and unwilling to sell, or were sites where property development
was likely and removing them from the tax roll would be counter to our goal of getting property
on the tax roll. We settled on a potential site in the Donald Robertson Park. We initially wished
to be directly along the Halsey frontage in the park, but the land was bound by a covenant from
the Land and Water Conservation Fund that would take years to revise. We then looked to
update our Park Masterplan and determine if a site just beyond those held by this restriction was
possible.
We are able to identify a one-acre parcel that is located along the westerly boundary of the park
that will accommodate our approximately 10,000 square foot building. The ball fields
(baseball/soccer) will be reconfigured as part of the Master Plan update. The building is be
designed to function as a community center and leasable park amenity as well as our
administrative offices for Wood Village, City Council Chambers, and meeting rooms for
community organizations along with our local government.
The use of the park site would permit land that is already off the tax roll to be the site of the City
Hall Building, there would be sufficient proximity to Halsey to enhance the Main Street on
Halsey goals, and significant development to assist the usability of Donald Robertson Park. The
development includes enhanced parking and circulation, plaza space, and a splash pad.
Draft Layout of the City Hall Building at the Donald Roberson Park:

New Park at Arata Road and Wood Village Blvd.
To further assure that our park system is being appropriately protected, and that park lands are
added not subtracted from the system, the City has made an offer to acquire approximately 4.6
acres currently held by the Confederated Tribes of the Grande Ronde in the Wood Village Town
Center. The land we are pursuing is not developable for commercial or residential development,
as it is designated as a wetland and storm water mitigation for the remaining developable Grande
Ronde property. The land does have significant areas that are not actively wetland with enough
lands to create a trail system and pockets of active recreational area. A concept plan was
included in the Parks Master Plan and is included below. We have entered into a Purchase and
Sales Agreement with the Grand Ronde and anticipate the closing of the land in early 2020. We
do not yet have a design for the enhancement and will proceed with design work on this site in
2020 once the purchase has been completed.

Gorge Hub Project
The Gorge Hub project was identified in the Parks Master Plan with appropriations in the
2019/2020 Budget. March of 2014, City staff attended an informational meeting with the
Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT), and communities in the Columbia River Gorge.
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss a unified and branded tourism and outreach project.
The project was named the Gorge Hub Network. On March 25, 2014 the City of Wood Village
signed a Partnership Proclamation agreeing to participate in the implementation of the Historic
Columbia River Highway and State Trail Gorge Hub Project. The City has been designated as
the Base Camp for activities in the Portland Metro area, Mt. Hood, and the Gorge region. The
Gorge Hubs as a general concept will act as welcome centers, information centers, trailheads,
and rest areas for travelers (hikers and bikers) along the Historic Highway in the Columbia River
Gorge. Each Hub may feature many different amenities such as a multi-use drinking fountain,
way finding information, interpretive panels, restrooms, shade, picnic tables, seating, bike
parking, solar charging stations, and U-Fix-It Bike Stations. Funding through a Metro grant
completed the design work by Shapiro-Didway. Lee Contractors was awarded the contract to
complete the work in the amount of $142,000 to include 4.5% contingency. Work should be
completed January 2020.

Parks Master Plan
Public Works is currently working with WSP (formerly BergerABAM) to update the Parks
Master Plan to include the New City Hall building and amenities in Donald L Robertson Park.
The update will include the reconfiguration of the ball fields (baseball/soccer).

Current Master Plan

